
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Map Showing the different routes travelled over by the Detachments of the Overland
Command in the Spring of 1855 from Salt Lake City, Utah to the Bay of San Francisco

Drawer Ref: Western US Stock#: 47704
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 47704
Map Maker: U.S. War Department

Date: 1855
Place: Washington
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 22 x 19 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

A Search For The Best Routes To The West

Scarce map which accompanied the Report of Capt. R. Ingalls on the March of L. Col. Steptoe from Ft.
Leavenworth to California, in 1854 and 1855.

Wheat calls this uncommon map of the Great Basin "one of the most interesting maps of the West" and "a
document of first quality, showing, as it does so well, three important routes" from Salt Lake City to
California.

Three Army detachments set out in 1855 with the intention of finding shorter and less rugged routes for
emigrants and mail carriers heading to the West Coast. One group, led by Colonel E. J. Steptoe, followed
the Humboldt and Carson Rivers and then crossed the Sierra to Sacramento and Benicia. A second, led by
Captain Rufus Ingalls, crossed over the usual route to the Great Salt Lake and down the Humboldt, but
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then bore northwest into southern Oregon and finally south to Sacramento. The third group, under the
command of Lieutenant Sylvester Mowry, went south past the Mormon settlements of Provo and Nephi,
came near the site of the Gunnison massacre, and arrived at Las Vegas, at the time a small Mormon Indian
mission. From there, Mowry crossed the desert, skirted north of the San Gabriel mountains, and
eventually reached Ft. Tejon via Cajon Pass, a tiny Los Angeles, and Tejon Pass.

The map presents the details of these routes, including mountains, rivers, lakes, towns, and forts, and it is
especially fine for the Mormon settlements and for early California.

Detailed Condition:
Minor tears and nicks at folds with some loss. Some browning at the folds.


