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Description:

Rare separately issued sea chart of Madgascar, the Mozambique Channel and contiguous regions,
published in London by William Herbert.

The map provides an exceptionally detailed treatment of Madgascar and the neighoring islands and
coastline.

William Herbert is perhaps best known for his A New Directory for the East-Indies . . ., a set of sailing
directions originally published by William Herbert, William Nichelson and Samuel Dunn and later
expanded by Gabriel Wright.

Herbert is one of the first mapmakers to attempt to challenge the virtual monopoly on sea charts of Mount
& Page. Most of his separately published charts are very rare on the market.

Herbert's life as a mapmaker began when in 1748, he accepted a position as purser's clerk to three ships
belonging to the East India Company. After an adventure with some French men-of-war at Tellicherry, he
made a long overland journey with a small company of Indians, adopted a form of local dress and let his
beard grow. On returning to England he drew plans of settlements, for which the company gave him a
grant. These plans were included in a publication issued by Bowles, printseller, near Mercers' Chapel.

In 1758, he published, 'at the Golden Globe, under the Piazzas, London Bridge,' ' A new Directory for the
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East Indies, with general and particular charts for the navigation of those seas, wherein the French
Neptune Oriental has been chiefly considered and examined, with additions, corrections, and explanatory
notes,' a quarto volume, with folio charts. Herbert, who calls himself 'hydrographer,' states in the
dedication to the East India Company, 'all that has been set forth in the Neptune Oriental has been
carefully examined and compared with the particular remarks and journals of ships in your honour's
service, as also some country ones, besides many curious charts and plans I have been favoured with, as
well as many collected whilst I was in India.' A second and third edition, unaltered, were issued. William
Nicholson supplied the practical sea-knowledge. A fourth edition, ‘with additions,' was published by
Herbert's successor in 1775; a fifth edition, 'enlarged by S. Dunn,' appeared in 1780.

Detailed Condition:
Several minor marginal tears, just touching printed image, expertly repaired on verso.
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