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Stock#: 44311
Map Maker: Hennepin

Date: 1689
Place: Nuremberg
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 8 x 13 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

The First Appearance of the Name Louisiana on a Printed Map.

An extremely rare German edition of Father Louis Hennepin's landmark map of North America, from his
Description de la Louisiane..., based upon the explorations of Louis Jolliet and Father Jacques Marquette.
However, unlike the original French edition, which uses the name "Louisiane," the German edition uses
the name Louisiana in the body of the map.

This map was appeared in the 1689 Nuremberg edition of Hennepin's work,with the cartouche translated
from French into Latin. This German edition focuses on the significant new details of the upper
headwaters of the Mississippi, focusing solely on North America and the Great Lakes region, unlike the
original French edition.

Hennepin's map is drawn directly on the explorations of the French fur trader Jolliet and the Jesuit
Marquette. In May, 1673, the two led an expedition from Green Bay westward via the Fox and Wisconsin
Rivers to find the upper Mississippi. Once they reached it, they travelled south past the Missouri, Ohio and
Arkansas Rivers before turning back near present-day Natchez. On their return, they used the Chicago
and Des Plaines Rivers to emerge on Lake Michigan at present-day Chicago. The information gathered by
the explorers is the basis for the present map rendered by Hennepin.

Hennepin's map is the first to use the name Louisiana, and the Atlantic Ocean is called Mare Canadense.
"[It shows] for the first time La Louisiane, Sault de St. Antoine de Padou (on the site of present-day
Minneapolis), and Lac de Pleurs [Lake of Tears], present Lake Pepin. A faint dotted line indicating the
surmised course of the lower Mississippi River is approximately located" (Schwartz & Ehrenberg). This
line is of particular note. As Wheat points out, La Salle and later French cartographers recorded the
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course of the river as progressing further west, making Hennepin's map remarkably accurate in this
regard for its time. As a significant version of one of the best cartographical depictions to that date of the
Great Lakes region and the upper Mississippi, it is surprising that this German edition of Hennepin's map
has been overlooked by most carto-bibliographers. "An important cartographic stepping
stone...[presenting] vast new knowledge" (Wheat).

The title page of the German edition of the book can be found here: {{
inventory_enlarge_link('44311a') }}

Detailed Condition:


