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Stock#: 39672
Map Maker: White

Date: 1823
Place: Boston
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 17 x 22.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Scarce American map of the Don-Nai River from Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City) to the Sea, based upon the
work of American John White.

White's map improves on the mapping of the region by Jean Marie Dayot, drafted in 1790. The map also
locates the Canal which at the time was intended to connect the Mekong Delta with the Dong-Nai, in an
attempt to improve the commercial prospects of Saigon and the region.

Captain John White was a member of the East India Marine Society of Salem, Massachusetts. Whilte sailed
from Salem aboard the US Navy brig Franklin in 1819, arriving in Saigon on October 7, 1819. His visit is
the second earliest recorded American visit and among the earliest to ascend the Dong Nai River to
Saigon, where he spent a considerable amount of time, sufficiently so that he was able to update Dayot's
earlier map.

Jean Baptiste Marie Dayot (1759-1809) was a French Naval Officer who wound up working in the service
of Nguyen Anh, who would go on to become Emperor Gia Long of Vietnam. He arrived in Vietnam aboard
the warship Meduse, where he remained. By 1790, he had command of the Vietnamese Navy, which
consisted of 2 European Warships owned by Anh. Dayot undertook the mapping of the coastline of
Vietnam, assisted by his brother. Dayot's service ended in 1795 when he stranded one of his ships. He
moved on to Manilla, where he traded with Mexico until his ship the Gulf of Tonkin, sunk in 1809.
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Detailed Condition:
Minor repaired tears and some very faint waterstains and soiling.


