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Stock#: 39042
Map Maker: De Bry

Date: 1599
Place: Frankfurt
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 7.5 x 6.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fine early engraving of Sir Francis Drake's raid on St. Augustine, which includes the earliest obtainable
city plan of any city within the United States, published in Frankfurt, by Matthias Merian, as part of the
continuation of De Bry's Grand Voyages.

Important early view of St. Augustine, showing the raid of Sir Francis Drake during his famous West
Indian voyage of 1586. The image appeared in the 8th Part of De Bry's Grand Voyages, and is based upon
Baptista Boazio's 1588 plan of St. Augustine. The plan is the earliest obtainable map of any city within the
United States and is preceded only by two earlier (and unobtainable) Boazio plans of St. Augustine.
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Drake's raid on St. Augustine occurred during the Anglo-Spanish War. Drake and his raiding party
captured the Spanish settlement of St. Augustine, followin a brief skirmish. This was part of Francis
Drake's Great Expedition and was the last engagement on the Spanish main before Drake headed north
for the Roanoke Colony. The expedition also forced the Spanish to abandon any settlements and forts in
present-day South Carolina.

Drake had been indirectly commissioned by Queen Elizabeth I to lead an expedition to attack the Spanish
New World in a kind of preemptive strike. Drake struck first at Santiago in November 1585, then across
the Atlantic in Santo Domingo, which Drake captured in January 1586. He next attacked Cartagena in
February 1586.

Drake then turned north, with designs on raiding another Spanish settlement, before visiting Virginia. On
May 27, 1586, a small fort was spotted on the shore, with a small inlet close by. This was the location of St
Augustine, the most northerly town in Spain's New World Empire, and the oldest permanent colonial
settlement in North America. Drake knew of the place and was also aware of the fact that the Spanish
under Pedro Menéndez de Avilés had ordered all of the French Huguenot colonists that had tried to settle
in the area executed. Drake decided on one final opportunity to raid and plunder, and a chance to avenge
his fellow Protestants, which resulted in the capture and razing of St. Augustine.

Detailed Condition:


