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Stock#: 37511
Map Maker: Santini

Date: 1779
Place: Venice
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 25.5 x 18.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Scarce 1779 edition of example of Paolo Santini's highly detailed map of the region centered on the Nile,
identifying place names with both ancient and modern names.

The map is based upon the work of Robert De Vaugondy and shows the main trading route from the Red
Sea to the Nile, along with excellent detail in the Nile River Valley and Nile Delta. The compostion is
finished with an elaborate cartouche showing allegorical representations of the Pyramids, the Shpinx and
ancient Egypt.

The map was issued by the Venetian engraver Santini during a time when interest in Egypt and its history
was on the rise in Italy and throughout the trend-setting centers of Europe. The fine art engraver Giovanni
Battista Piranesi (1720-78) had recently done much to integrate Ancient Egyptian motifs into contemporay
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European Neo-Classical design. This map would have satiated the Italian public's curiosity towards this
magnificent yet mysterious part of the world. The decades that followed also marked the first great era of
Egyptology, during which the marvels of Ancient Egypt were scientifically studied for the first time.

 

Detailed Condition:


