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Map of the Ouray Gold District. Ouray County, Colo. Surveyed and Compiled by Wheeler
& Hurlburt F.L Biddlecom and W.A. Sherman Civil and Mining Engineers. January First

1890 . . .
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Stock#: 37153dd
Map Maker: Wheeler & Hurlburt

Date: 1890
Place: Ouray, Colorado
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG
Size: 64 x 36 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Remarkable large format map of the Ouray Gold Mining District, published 2 years after the arrival of the
Denver & Rio Grand Railroad to the town of Ouray in December 1887.

The map includes an early town plan of Ouray, mining claims, rivers, roads, railroad lines, toll roads,
buildings, etc. Includes an illustrated vignette of the Beaumont Hotel and approximately 20
advertisements for local and regional businesses. The map is extremely rare. We have located only the
example in the Colorado School of Mines and one example in a private Colorado collection.

Ouray was originally established by miners chasing silver and gold in the surrounding mountains.
Prospectors arrived in the area in 1875, searching for silver and gold. At the height of the mining boom,
Ouray had more than 30 active mines. The town, after changing its name, and also the county it was in
several times, was incorporated on October 2, 1876, named after Chief Ouray of the Utes. By 1877 Ouray
had grown to over 1,000 in population and was named county seat of the newly formed Ouray County on
March 8, 1877. The Denver & Rio Grande Railway arrived in Ouray on December 21, 1887.

Detailed Condition:
Flattened and backed on thicker archival paper. Soiling in several areas, with some unrestored loss of
image.


