
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Strait of Singapore . . . Surveyed by J.T. Thomson Esqr. Government Survr. 1846-1854

Drawer Ref: Southeast Asia Stock#: 34403
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 34403
Map Maker: British Admiralty

Date: 1865
Place: London
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 25 x 19.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Rare 1865 British Admiralty sea chart of the Strait of Singapore.

The map covers from Singapore Island to Pulu Paril and from Great Carimon to Pulo Battam, focusing on
the waters just south of Singapore, including extensive sounding details and sailing directions.

The basic survey work for this map was completed between 1846 and 1854 by John Turnbull Thomson
(1821-1884). Thomson was born at Glorum, Northumberland, England, He was educated at Wooler and
Duns Academy, later spending some time attached to Marischal College, Aberdeen, and Edinburgh
University before studying engineering at Peter Nicholson's School of Engineering at Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Thomson arrived in the Malay Straits in 1838 and was employed by the East India Survey. In 1841 he was
appointed Government Surveyor at Singapore and in 1844 became Superintendent of Roads and Public
Works. He was responsible for the design and construction of a number of notable engineering works
including bridges, roads, and hospitals. He conducted the allotment survey of Singapore, the
topographical survey of the island of Singapore and its dependencies, and the marine survey of the Straits
of Singapore and the east coasts of Johore and Penang. His outstanding achievement was the erection of
the Horsburgh Lighthouse on Pedra Branca.

In 1853 his health failed and he returned to England where he studied modern engineering techniques,
and travelled widely through Britain and the Continent inspecting engineering works. Early in 1856 he
emigrated to New Zealand, where he worked as Chief Surveyor of the Otago Province until 1873. From
1876 until 1879 he was Surveyor-General of New Zealand.
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From 1856 until 1858 Thomson surveyed and explored large sections of the interior of the South Island,
covering most of the southern half of the island. Many names in the area bear witness to Thomson's
Northumbrian background, though there is a widespread belief that the naming of many places was
through a disagreement with the New Zealand surveying authorities. It has long been suggested that
Thomson originally intended to give traditional Maori names to many places, but these names were
refused. In response, Thomson gave prosaic Northumbrian names to many places, often simply in the form
of a Northumbrian dialectic name for an animal. The Maniototo region around the town of Ranfurly,
Central Otago is rife with such names as Kyeburn, Gimmerburn, Hoggetburn, and Wedderburn as a result,
and the area is still occasionally referred to as "Thomson's Barnyard".

Thomson was a founder of the Otago and Southland Institutes of New Zealand, to which he contributed
numerous papers on scientific subjects including ethnological studies. Through his knowledge of
Hindustani and Malay, he became interested in comparative linguistics and developed a theory of racial
diffusion based on philological evidence.

Detailed Condition:


