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View of the Anchorage of the Vessels, at the Island of Mowee
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Stock#: 33808
Map Maker: La Perouse

Date: 1798
Place: London
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 16.5 x 10.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fine example of this striking view showing La Perouse's ships anchored off the coast of Maui, near Wailea,
at what is now called La Perouse Bay, which is the earliest large format view showing the island of Maui.

La Perouse Bay is located south of the town of Wailea-Makena, across the channel from the Island of
Kahoolawe. The bay's Hawaiian name is Keone?o?io. La Perouse's ship is surrounded by native outriggers,
with what appears to be two thriving settlements along the shoreline. The island at the right is Molokini.

As soon as news of the British discovery of Hawaii reached Paris, Louis XIV immediately dispatched a
French expedition under the command of La Perouse to ascertain the importance of these islands. Nothing
of note came from this voyage in terms of Hawaii, La-Perouse in fact only spent 24 hours at Maui.
However, an excellent chart was produced, along with this fantastic view. La Perouse surveyed and
mapped this area during his brief stop at the southern cape of Maui.

La Perouse set sail from France in 1785 to continue the discoveries of Captain Cook. He was shipwrecked
in 1788 but his narrative, maps, and views survived and were published in 1797 in French and 1798 in
English.

Detailed Condition:
Very faint foxing


