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Stock#: 33747
Map Maker: Faden

Date: 1775
Place: London
Color:
Condition: VG
Size: 19 x 17 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Nice example of the rare first edition of Faden's important Revolutionary War battle plan of Bunker Hill,
based upon a manuscript map drawn by Lieutenant Thomas Hyde Page and Captain (later Major) John
Montresor at the scene of the Battle in 1775.

This example includes the printed overflap at the center right of the map, which illustrates the progess of
the Battle on Day 1 (flap) and Day 2 (area under the flap). The map is Faden's first Revolutionary War
Battle Plan and the second large format printed battle plan of Bunker Hill, preceded only by Sayer &
Bennett's much cruder and less detailed plan of the battle: {{ inventory_detail_link('33337mb') }}

Faden's plan of Bunker Hill captures the action in and around the American Fortifications at Breed's Hill
and Bunker Hill, in what would become the most famous of all early battles of the American Revolution.
Washington had boldly fortified the area under the nose of the British in the days prior to the battle and
worked all night to establish strong fortifications the night before the battle. Also shown are the tracks of
two of the Royal Navy warships (HMS Lively and HMS Falcon) involved in the bombardment of
Charlestown and the American fortifications and the direction of their cannon fire.
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Thomas Hyde Page, an English military engineer who served as aide de campe to General Howe during
the action, prepared this detailed plan of the Battle of Bunker Hill, with the assistance of John Montressor,
one of the most famous of the English mapmakers working in America at the time. Warren's redoubt,
fences, and hedgerows are shown in great detail, as well as the lines of march of attacking forces, British
ships, and the Corps Hill battery with lines of fire.

The Battle of Bunker Hill, fought in Charlestown on June 17, 1775, was the first significant conflict of the
Revolution, following the initial hostilities at Lexington and Concord. If those first encounters furnished
the colonists with impetus to mobilize against Great Britain, Bunker Hill rallied them and demonstrated to
the British government that they faced a determined foe. It took the astonished British almost a year
before they resumed the offensive against the rebelling colonists.

The battle occurred after the Americans fortified Breed's Hill on the Charlestown Peninsula, which was
frequently confused with Bunker Hill just to the northwest. This gave them command of much of the Inner
Harbor, the entrance to the Charles, and part of the city itself. Confident in their superiority, the British
ferried troops across the Charles and attacked the American emplacement head on. The battle was horrific
for both sides, and the British were stunned by the ferocity of the Americans' defense and suffered more
casualties than in any other encounter of the war.

Approximately 2,100 British troops under the command of General Thomas Gage stormed Breed's Hill,
where colonial soldiers were encamped. In their fourth charge up the hillside, the British took the hill from
the rebels, who had run out of ammunition. After suffering more than 1,000 casualties during their attacks
on Breed's Hill, the British halted their assaults on rebel strongholds in Boston. The last rebels left on the
hill evaded capture by the British thanks to the heroic efforts of Peter Salem, an African-American soldier
who mortally wounded the British commanding officer who led the last charge. Following the battle, the
siege of Boston settled into a stalemate until March 1776, with the British force confined to the town and
the Americans unwilling to risk an attack.

The map example of the plan includes a unique extra flap which overlays a portion of the map and
captures the details of the battle in two phases. The extra flap is frequently missing, making this example
particularly desirable.

Detailed Condition:
Minor stain at lower right


