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Stock#: 33326
Map Maker: Koch

Date: 1886
Place: n.p.
Color: Color
Condition: VG
Size: 29 x 23 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fine early view of the Albuquerque, New Mexico, one year after the incorporation of the City in 1885,
drawn by Augustus Koch, one of America's most prolific birdseye view makers.

The view depicts Albuquerque from the East with the Rio Grande River and the New Mexico Fair
Association Grounds in the background and centered on the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad Grounds (including
offices, round house, repair shops, etc.) and Union Passenger Depot and Union Freight Depot, hotels,
Mills, and Albuquerque's first Brewery.

Albuquerque was founded in 1706 as the Spanish colonial outpost of Ranchos de Alburquerque.
Albuquerque was a farming community and strategically located military outpost along the Camino Real.
The town was also the sheep-herding center of the West. Spain established a presidio in Albuquerque in
1706. After 1821, Mexico also had a military garrison there. After the American occupation of New
Mexico, Albuquerque had a federal garrison and quartermaster depot, the Post of Albuquerque, from 1846
to 1867. During the Civil War Albuquerque was briefly occupied in February 1862 by Confederate troops
under General Henry Hopkins Sibley.

When the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad arrived in 1880, the Railroad bypassed the old Spanish
Plaza, locating its passenger depot and railyards about 2 miles east in what quickly became known as New
Albuquerque or New Town. Many Anglo merchants, mountain men, and settlers moved into Albuquerque,
transforming the town into a significant commercial hub the southwest. The present view shows
Albuquerque shortly after its birth as a city in 1885, with a number of the earliest commercial enterprises
illustrated in the image.
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Augustus Koch began his career as an itinerate birdseye view artist in California in 1870. Over the next
nearly 30 years, he would criss-cross the country, creating more than 100 views of towns, large and small.
His large format, highly detailed views are among the most coveted among collectors, employing a unique
style which provides both physical detailed of the town and a map-like quality,

The view is apparently very rare. We located an uncolored example in the Robert B. Honeyman Jr.
Collection (Bancroft Library), which did not include the blue tint stone.

Detailed Condition:
Minor restoration at top center and top right, just affecting the printed image.


