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Stock#: 29894
Map Maker: Southern Pacific Railroad

Company

Date: 1908
Place: Los Angeles
Color: Uncolored
Condition:
Size: 57 x 29.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Very early blueprint map of Imperial County, prepared for the Southern Pacific Railroad, including early
annotations showing the Company's plans for lines near the existing line from east of the Salton Sea to
Glamis, with some additional annotations above the X in Mexico.

The map is signed by E.H. Gaines as County Surveyor and includes the signatures of each of the County
Surveyors. Prepared only months after the creation of Imperial County, it is quite drawn from the earliest
manuscript map of the County.

OCLC shows the earliest printed map of Imperial County as being the the C.N. Perry map of 1909 (Perry
was the County Surveyor). The present map is on a substantially larger scale than the Perry map. The map
was deaccessioned by the Southern Pacific in the mid-1980s.

Imperial County was formed in 1907 from the eastern portion of San Diego County. The county took its
name from Imperial Valley, itself named for the Imperial Land Company, a subsidiary of the California
Development Company, which at the turn of the 20th century had claimed the southern portion of the
Colorado desert for agriculture. Much of the Imperial Land Company's land also existed in Mexico (Baja
California). The objective of the company was commercial crop farming development.

By 1910, the land company had managed to settle and develop thousands of farms on both sides of the
border. But the Mexican Revolution severely disrupted the company's plans. Nearly 10,000 farmers and
their families in Mexico were ethnically cleansed by the rival Mexican armies.

Detailed Condition:
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Blueprint Map, prepared for the Southern Pacific Railroad. Includes early manuscript annotations. Some
minor marginal soiling.


