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Stock#: 29753
Map Maker: Le Clerc

Date: 1602
Place: Paris
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 20 x 13 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fine old color example of this rare double hemisphere map of the World, one of two maps of the world
engraved by Jodocus Hondius for the Parisian publisher Jean Le Clerc in 1602.

The map is most noteworthy for its identification of Sir Francis Drake's hypothesis of an island (Tierra Del
Fuego) off the coast of South America, 15 years before its actual discovery. All other maps of the period
showed the Straits of Magellan as the only navigable watercourse from the Atlantic to the Pacific, with a
massive southern continent below the Strait. The path around the Horn was critical to European powers
eager to circumvent Dutch claims of control over the Strait and therefore access from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. Only this map and several other maps attributed to Hondius (including the so-called Drake Map
and Christian Knight Map) include this feature.

Hondius also includes the islands of Queen Elizabeth off the tip of South America and notes that Nova
Albion on the far west of cost of North America was so named by the English in 1580.

A panel at the bottom contains a quote from the Psalms which was one of Hondius' favorites. The upper
corners include circles showing the wind names in Italian and Dutch. The lower corners have circular
diagrams showing the phases of the moon and the climatic zones. An astronomical sphere and compass
rose are also included. Wonderful large unknown southern continent, narrow passage between South
America and the unknown continent, excellent treatment of Japan and Southeast Asia and marvelous early
cartography in the Pacific Ocean and along the NW Coast of America.

Shirley notes that examples of the map bearing the original 1602 date are very rare, especially in full
original color. One of the earliest obtainable world maps published in Paris. Early French color can be
distinguished from the colors used in other parts of the world, as it is typically much lighter and employs a



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Orbis Terrae Novissima Descriptio Authore Gerardo Mercatore . . . 1602

Drawer Ref: World Stock#: 29753
Page 2 of 2

different variety of colors.

Detailed Condition:
Old Color. Minor discoloration at upper centerfold. The map has 2 sets of extra outer neat lines in
manuscript, which were added at the time of the printing of the map.


