> Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard Www.raremaps.com (858) 551-8500
La Jolla, CA 92037 blr@raremaps.com

(Letter from Reading Howell to James Phillips, Acknowledging Receipt of Copper Plates
and 300 copies of the first edition of Howell's 4-sheet Map of Pennsylvania)
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Description:

Important historical document, detailing the relationship between Reading Howell, the maker of one of the
most important maps of Pennsylvania of the 18th Century, and James Phillips, the London engraver and
printer who was responsible for the production of the copper plates used to print Howell's map.

The letter reflects Reading Howell's receipt of the 4 copper plates and 320 copies of Howell's 4-sheet map
of Pennsylvania, one of the most important Pennsylvania maps published in the 18th Century. Howell
expresses his satisfaction with the engraving work and that had he known the work would be so well
executed, he would have had more copies of the map printed in London. He goes on to note that additional
work would need to be done to the plates, which he was hopeful Phillips would undertake when needed
(suggesting that the copper plates almost certainly made multiple trips across the Atlantic).

Little is known about Reading Howell. While it was known that his map was published in London, the
details of publication set forth in this letter shed significant new light on the events which preceded the
publication of the map and provide a fascinating insight into the relationship between Phillips and Howell.
A transcription of the letter is set forth below.

Philadelphia 1st, 10mo 1792

James Phillips
Respected Friend

I received thy letters of the 3d, 5th, 14th and 26th of 7mo. and 4th of the 8th mo. with the respective bills
of lading, Their contents came all safe to hand. viz 320 Maps in Sheets and 6 Reams of large paper for
copper plates. All the Maps arrived before the expiration of the limited time. I am nevertheless satisfied
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with thy precautions to secure the donation.

The engraving is esteemed elegant. I am well pleased with its general appearance. But it is perhaps rather
light and delicate, and will need retouching sooner on that account.

In descending to particulars I find sundry omissions and some few mistakes, but are generally of little
moment. It is nevertheless upon the whole executed with more precision than I expected otherwise I
should have directed more printing to have been done in your City.

I find thou hast secured the Map from piracy and fixed on its selling price with you which I am well
pleased with.

When the plates want retouching I expect I shall send them back for that purpose. provided thou will
accept of the charge.

I read the detail of thy trouble and disappointment in this undertaking with disagreeable feelings. But as
thy labour is crowned with success I hope they will on reflection afford thee no disagreeable sensations. I
have however to acknowledge thy favour and ever hold it in greatful rememberance.

I am thy respectful Friend,
Reading Howell

London ? Packet.

Detailed Condition:
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