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Stock#: 23682
Map Maker: Morden & Lea & Thornton

Date: 1685
Place: London
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG
Size: 21.25 x 17.75 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Important Map of the British Colonies with the First Printed Plan of New York Harbor

Old color example of this early and highly important map of the English Colonies in North America, which
includes the earliest printed plan of New York Harbor.

Thornton, Morden & Lea's map is the first obtainable state of the finest general map of England's
American colonies to date. The map is one of the earliest to include Augustine Herrman's cartography for
Virginia and Maryland. To the North it includes one of the earliest depictions of the Pennsylvania colony
(est. 1681), the first printed chart of New York Harbor, and significant additions to the cartography of
New England.

The map shows the English colonies from Cape Ann in Massachusetts to Cape Henry at the mouth of
Chesapeake Bay. The map extends as far north as the tributaries of the Hudson, and in the southwest it
shows the Delaware and Susquehannah Rivers and as far west as the tributaries of the Potomac and
Rapahannock. Augustyn and Cohen note the importance of the inset:

To the ambitious person, the map would have presented an enticing vista: it displays a loose
federation of colonies, between and beyond which there appears to be ample unclaimed land.
It creates an image of an area comfortingly linked by civilization but still containing much
open territory.
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The geography of Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and New Jersey derives from the Thornton-Greene
Mapp of Virginia Mary=land, New Jarsey, New=York, & New England (ca 1678), whose depiction of the
region is in turn based largely on Augustine Herrman's Virginia and Maryland (1673). The Thornton-
Morden-Lea departs from these prototypes, however, in showing the new colony of Pennsylvania and
incorporating changes to the course of the Delaware and place names along its banks.

New York and southern New England are drawn from the Thornton-Greene map, which in turn draws on
John Seller's Mapp of New England (1676). Here as well Thornton, Morden and Lea have departed
substantially from the prototypes: Long Island's barrier beaches are shown for the first time on a printed
map and numerous place names are introduced along the Connecticut coast and on Cape Cod; the
boundaries between Massachusetts, Plymouth and Connecticut colonies are drawn; and several roads are
shown.

The inset of New York Harbor is also of great import, being the first separate printed chart of the area.
Based on a 1683 survey conducted by Philip Wells for William Penn and the other proprietors of West New
Jersey, it is far more accurate than earlier work. The inset shows particularly well the shoals that confine
shipping to a single deep-water entrance around Sandy Hook.

Remarkably, the map was almost certainly originally issued as part of a 4-sheet wall map, of which only
one example survives. As determined by McCorkle and Taliaferro:

The map is actually a separately-issued section of a multi-sheet wall map entitled A New Map
of the English Empire in the Continent of America (1685). This ambitious project was a
collaborative venture between three of London's leading map publishers, but it resulted in a
map that was far too expensive to succeed. The Thornton-Morden-Lea wall map survives today
only in one ... copy in the Bibliotheque National in Paris.

But the map's publishers had anticipated that the wall map would be financially risky, so they
included all of the English colonies except for Carolina on one sheet, and this sheet was
designed to that it could be sold separately. It was given its own secondary title, A New Map of
New England New York New Jarsey Pennsylvania Maryland and Virginia, which could be
trimmed off when the sheet was used for the wall map. (Richard B. Arkway and Cohen &
Taliaferro, Catalogue 62, item #8).

The present example is the first state of the map, bearing the imprints of Thornton, Morden and Lea.
Three later states appeared ca. 1695, 1698 and 1715, with alterations both major and minor. While
Pritchard and Taliaferro have noted that an earlier state may have existed based on numerous signs of
erasure, visible for example in the faint traces of rhumb lines visible on the inset of New York Harbor, no
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examples are known to have survived.

Detailed Condition:
Old color. Very minor soiling.


