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Stock#: 23326
Map Maker: Bien

Date: 1868 (1870)
Place: New York
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 25 x 15.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

One of the earliest obtainable maps of the Yosemite Valley, offered here in the revised third state, with
new additions.

The map was produced as part of Whitney's California Survey. In 1864 the governor of California accepted
Yosemite as land to be owned by the State. King, Gardner and Cotter were ordered immediately to
complete a survey of Yosemite before the onset of winter. Despite unusually bad weather, the group
produced a superb early map of the Valley. Locates the Merced River, Virgin Tears, Yosemite Falls,
Sentinel Rock and Dome, Bridal Veil Falls and Creek, Mariposa Trail and much more. The first two hotels
appear on the valley floor. Topographical detail via hachure.

The following is excerpted from a description provided by Yosemite expert, James Snyder.

This example is from the third printing and was removed from J. D. Whitney's Yosemite Guide-Book (1870),
as shown partly by the pattern of folds.

Despited the map date, first printing was not in 1865. The survey of Yosemite Valley by King and Gardner
was paid for by Frederick Law Olmsted in the hopes of later reimbursement from the State. There was
some urgency to the mapping survey because winter was imminent. King concentrated on the cliffs and
sketched the floor of Yosemite Valley very roughly, almost as an afterthought.

In 1867, Charles F. Hoffmann was sent to map the valley floor with particular reference to private claims
and developments there. In comparing his map with King and Gardner's earlier map, he discovered that
the two maps did not correspond. It was too late to make corrections for the guidebook editions of 1868
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and 1869. Whitney declared King's work "a complete sham" and was determined to correct it for the next
edition of the guidebook.

While the Yosemite Valley map was drawn in 1865 by Gardner, it was not published in any form, so far as
Mr. Snyder was able to discover, until 1868 in the Geological Survey of California, J. D. Whitney, The
Yosemite Book (New York: Julius Bien, 1868) (Farquhar 7a). In addition to Watkins' and Harris'
photographs of the Yosemite Valley and region, this publication had two folding maps attached to the
endsheets at the back of the volume. One was a map of the high Sierra adjacent to Yosemite Valley and
surveyed 1863-1867 by Hoffmann and Gardner. The second was the map of Yosemite Valley, printed in
this first edition with a green overprint for the meadows.

The Yosemite Guide-Book published in 1868 (Farquhar 7b), had woodcuts instead of photographs. In
pockets in both the front and back boards were the maps of Yosemite Valley and the high Sierra. The map
of Yosemite Valley was unchanged from the first printing, except that there was no green overprint. The
second edition of the Yosemite Guide-Book was published in 1870 (Farquhar 7c). Again pockets in both the
front and back boards contained the maps of Yosemite Valley and the high Sierra. The map of Yosemite
Valley in this edition is the version corrected from Hoffmann's mapping of the valley in 1867. The river is
shown correctly, along with the Yosemite Creek fan below the falls. Buildings, roads, and orchards have
also been added.

There were no further editions of this map with the Guide-Book. A full size, revised and updated version of
the Yosemite Valley map was apparently issued about 1874 on heavy paper. This version was never issued
with a publication, though sections of it were no doubt used for smaller, pocket-sized versions. Hoffmann's
manuscript map of Yosemite Valley and the 1870 corrected version from it are reproduced digitally in the
Octavo (Octavo.com) version of Whitney's The Yosemite Book (1868; 2003) along with the original 1868
version.

Detailed Condition:


