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Stock#: 21027
Map Maker: Joutel

Date: 1713
Place: Paris
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 15.5 x 14.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Joutel's map of North America illustrated one of the most important accounts of early French exploration
of the Mississippi Valley region. The map illustrates the regions explored by La Salle between 1681 and
1686, as well as the route taken by La Salle and later by Joutel and his group of survivors, as they
proceeded north from Texas to the Mississippi River and ultimately up the Mississippi to the more
established French Colonial strongholds in Canada.

While Joutel's report appears periodically on the market, the map itself is very rarely offered separately,
this being the first example we are aware of in the past 20 years.

Joutel's report is the premiere account of La Salle's tragic final voyage, compiled from the diary of his
close subordinate. The party embarked in 1684, ostensibly to establish a French base at the mouth of the
Mississippi as headquarters for operations, but as well to push as far as possible into the region in order to
gain a foothold against the Spanish. In fact, and via a conscious deceit, the base was established at
Espiritu Santo Bay, in Texas, where the party spent two years making excursions into the surrounding
territory. When expected reinforcements failed to appear, La Salle and his men determined to return to
Canada via the Mississippi. Unfortunately for La Salle, a member of the expedition assassinated La Salle
when they reached the Trinity River, and the company split up. Some of the survivors, including Joutel,
pressed on, reaching Canada by way of the Mississippi and Arkansas rivers.

Detailed Condition:
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Trmmed to plate mark or neatline, with minor loss. Evidence of minor worming and one old tear in the
table. Laid on very large sheet of 18th Century French paper and extensively annotated, but likely not
relating to the map itself. Based upon manuscript


