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Stock#: 20138
Map Maker: Colton

Date: 1880
Place: New York
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 23 x 25 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

This example of Colton's map of Eastern Tennessee is a fascinating source document, annotated by
Geologist Bailey Willis in conjunction with his extensive study of the Iron Ore deposits in Eastern
Tennessee for the US Geological Survey.

The map includes manuscript notes showing the locations "where one or more iron ore samples were
taken" (with a big red X) , reflecting his field notes on the iron ore samples in Eastern Tennessee. It is
virtally beyond question that this Eastern Sheet was sold separately and used by Department of the
Interior Geologist Bailey Willis (B. Willis noted on the map covers) in conjunction with his extensive body
of work on the iron ore deposits in Eastern Tennessee for the United States Geological Survey. A
significant portion of Willis' early career focused on the study of iron ore deposits in Eastern Tennessee,
including Willis's Notes On The Samples Of Iron Ore Collected In East Tennessee in the Department of the
Interior's 1886 Report Of The Mining Industries Of The United States (Exclusive Of The Precious Metals),
With Special Investigations Into The Iron Resources Of The Republic . . . and his Mechanics of Appalachian
Structure . . . published by the Department of the Interior US Geological Survey. The Resources of
Tennessee By Tennessee State Geological Survey, Tennessee Division of Geology. . . (p.154), in the Census
Report for 1880 also notes that Willis prepared an analysis of samples of iron ore from Sevier and Carter
Counties. These are two of the counties with manuscript annotations in the present map.

Bailey Willis (1857-1949) was the son of poet and publisher Nathaniel Parker Willis. His career included
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extensive work with the US Geological Survey, Department of the Interior and as Survey Geologist for the
Northern Pacific Railroad. He lectured at Johns Hopkins University from 1895 to 1902, was the head of the
Division of Areal Geology for the USGS and was awarded a gold medal from the Societe Geographique de
Farance in 1910. From 1910 to 1914 he consulted for the Government of Argentina. I nthe 1920s, he was a
major campaigner for increased public awareness on the risk of earthquakes, completing his career as
professor and chairman of the Geology Department at Stanford University. He was elected to the National
Academy of Sciences in 1920 and served as President of the Seismological Society of America from 1921
to 1926. In 1944, he received the Geological Society of America's Penrose Medal.

A remarkable source document and artifact of one of America's most notable Geologists of the late 18th
and early 19th Century, whose prolific career as a geologist lasted nearly 70 years.

Detailed Condition:
Mounted on cloth, folds to 4.5" x 5.75", stiff marbled paper attached to front and back covers. Label on
front cover reads: 'Eastern Half Tennessee No. 113 Colton (Iron ore localities-B. Willis)


