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Stock#: 14676
Map Maker: d'Anville

Date: 1731
Place: Paris
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG
Size: 19 x 12 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Detailed, Separately-Issued Map of the Caribbean based on D’Anville

Fine map of the Caribbean Sea, with much of the coastline of what is today the southern United States,
Mexico, and northern South America. This is the third edition of the map which unusually expanded the
plate size as seen in the gaps between the border and the terrestrial masses. It is an impressively dark
impression.

The interest of this map, although not useful for navigation per se, is waterways. Florida is shown with an
emphasis on the archipelagic nature of the Florida Keys in the south. The entrances to major rivers are
marked, such as the Mississippi, the Rio Bravo, and the Orinoco. Rocks, shallows, and obstructions in the
water are also marked with x’s, dotted lines, and shading.

The map was carefully compiled in D’Anville’s characteristic style. The title, in a decorative cartouche in
the upper right corner, translates to:

Map of the isles of America and several countries of the mainland located in front of these Isles &
around the Gulf of Mexico.

Made based on a large number of particular maps, on the instructions of navigators and travelers,
on the recitals of the Spanish historians, which furnish details which have not been entered into the
maps. The whole diminishes under the most favorable projection, and agrees with astronomical
determinations of longitude of Martinique, Santo Domingo, Jamaica, Cartagena, and Louysiana [sic.].

D'Anville’s title tells us a bit about his sources. These include the latest and previous printed maps and
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descriptions by European mapmakers. He also calls out unpublished or uncirculated materials kept in the
Spanish cartographic repository in Seville. Usually difficult to access, D’Anville must have had associates
in Spain willing to share the carefully guarded geographic knowledge. The volume in which this map was
originally included was based on Jesuit accounts, which could point to the contact and network who helped
D’Anville attain Spanish documents.

States and editions of this map

The original version of this map was part of a book for which D’Anville produced several items. This was
Father Pierre François Xavier de Charlevoix’s Histoire de L’Isle Espagnole ou de S. Domingue, the first
volume of which was published in Paris in 1730. This was one of the first books to be dedicated to the
history of the island and this map was part of an important source for the history and geography of the
Caribbean region.

Unlike some of the other maps in the volume, this regional representation was reproduced and reissued
with corrections. The first state was dated in March 1730 and does not include the cartouche around the
title; an example is available here: https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b53009190d/f2.item .

The second state, dated March 1731, has a few geographic corrections on the first, possibly proof, state.
One of these is the repositioning of the name of the Rio Bravo River and Presidio de San Juan. The
cartouche frame has also been added. An example is here:
https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/60629op .

Sometime after 1731, the map was re-engraved, as can be seen in the lettering in the title, the mouth of
the Orinoco, and the refitting of the terrestrial boundaries into the frame of the border. In the previous
edition the edges of the land extended beyond the latitude and longitude borders. A box has also been
added around the scale in the lower left corner.

This is an example of a third edition, where the plate has been expanded in the margins to include as yet
un-added cartographic information and the scale has been removed. A second state of this expanded
edition, with additional insets added above and below the central map, was published in 1759 and 1781 by
Homann Heirs in Nuremberg. See an example of this item here:
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4390.ct008344/?r=-1.088,-0.021,3.176,1.269,0 .

Detailed Condition:
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