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[Untitled Map of the World]
13996
Stock#:
Map Maker: Sylvanus
Date:
Place:
Color:
Condition:
Size:

1511
Venice
Uncolored
VG
23 x 11 inches

Price:

SOLD

Description:
Sylvanus world map is one of the earliest maps to mix Ptolemy's classical world map with updated
geographical knowledge. One of the earliest world maps printed in Venice, it is also the earliest map
printed in two colors. Also, because Sylvanus printed the maps in his atlas on both sides, Ireland and the
west coast of England appear on the verso of this map. The map has not title or exterior decoration other
than notes on the climates and several zodiacal signs on the left side of the map. The British Isles, the
Indian Peninsula, and Africa all reflect the work of modern cartographers. No longer does a strip of land
connect the southern part of Africa with Asia. However, Sylvanus does not include the New World, as he
does no his cordiform map of the same date. One of the rarest and most sought after of all of the post 1500
editions of Ptolemy, reflecting marvelous high quality printing techniques. Sylvanus' world map is also one
of the earliest obtainable maps of the world for collectors, and the earliest obtainable full size map, save
for Schedel's map of 1493. The Sylvanus edition of Ptolemy is one of the earliest to include maps with
modern geographical updates. The map has been printed on two leaves, which have here been rejoined
and backed with Japan paper on the verso, with several minor areas of loss skillfully repaired. Left side
trimmed into text, as usual. A good example of a map which very rarely appears on the market. Shirley 31.
Detailed Condition:
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