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Stock#: 103299
Map Maker: Rand McNally & Company

Date: 1886
Place: Chicago
Color: Color
Condition: VG
Size: 14 x 22 inches including text

Price: SOLD

Description:

Great Sioux Reservation & Dakota Territory

Rare separately published map of the Dakota Territory, published on March 1, 1886, providing a detailed
representation of the Dakota Territory as it existed prior to its division into the states of North and South
Dakota.
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The map showcases the two general divisions of the territory—South and North Dakota—alongside land
districts, Indian reservations, counties, towns, and railroads. The map illustrates counties, cities, towns,
railroads, watershed, topography, forts and more. A thin strip of land on the Sioux Indian reservation,
between Schnasse County and Dewey and Bozeman Counties is labeled as "not in any county". The
Northern & Pacific Railroad bisects North Dakota from Fargo to Sentinel Butte, and identifies many stops
along the way, including Bismarck and Mandan. 

The Dakota Territory was established by the United States Congress in 1861, encompassing an area that
included present-day North and South Dakota as well as parts of Wyoming and Montana. It was a period of
significant growth and development, driven by the expansion of the railroads which facilitated the
movement of settlers and goods. The construction of the Northern Pacific Railway and other lines through
the territory was pivotal for promoting settlement. Towns and cities grew along these rail lines, becoming
centers of commerce and community life.

The territory also included the original Great Sioux Reservation, established by the Fort Laramie Treaty of
April 29, 1868. Initially, this reservation encompassed all of South Dakota west of the Missouri River.
However, by 1886, the year this map was published, the reservation had been reduced in size. The
discovery of gold in the Black Hills in the 1870s led to an influx of miners and settlers, eventually resulting
in the United States government seizing the land. This act was later recognized by the U.S. Supreme
Court as "unfair and dishonorable."

The map indicates the extent of the remaining reservation land and proposed further divisions into smaller
reservations, a process that was part of the government's assimilation policies, which included the Dawes
Act of 1887. The Act allowed for the division of tribal lands into individual allotments and opened up
"surplus" lands to non-Native settlers. 

By the time of the map's publication, the Dakota Territory's commissioner, Lauren Dunlap, was involved in
promoting the region for settlement, using such maps as a tool to attract immigrants and investors,
highlighting the territory's potential for agriculture, ranching, and mining.

The push for statehood was gaining momentum, and by November 2, 1889, the Dakota Territory was split
into two states: North Dakota and South Dakota, both admitted to the Union on the same day. This map
provides a snapshot of the territorial configuration just a few years before this historic division, capturing
the geography and political divisions of the time.

State of the Map & Rarity
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There are at least 2 states of the map, one dated September 1st, 1885, and one "Corrected to date of
March 1st, 1886."

Both states of the map are very rare.  We note an example of the map offered at Old World Auctions in
2008 and the example catalogued by Wright Howes in 1940.

OCLC locates the following examples:

September 1, 1885:  American Antiquarian Society
March 1, 1886:  Huntington Library, Boston Public Library, Massachusetts Historical Society, North
Dakota State Historical Society, American Antiquarian Society.

Detailed Condition:


