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Stock#: 97863
Map Maker: Cram

Date: 1891
Place: Washington, D.C.
Color: Color
Condition: VG
Size: 13 x 18 inches

Price: $ 175.00

Description:

Official Map of the City of Portland by George F. Cram offers a glimpse into the urban landscape of
Portland at the close of the 19th century. A rapidly expanding city, the map showcases rail lines and newly
constructed neighborhoods that would define the commercial aspect of the city. One can also see the
increased city development in the form of the newly constructed Portland University (1891) and Mt.
Calvary Catholic Cemetery (1888).  

During the late 19th and early 20th century, Portland cultivated its identity as an economic hub within the
Pacific Northwest. The city's strategic location, partly due to the convergence of Union Pacific, Southern
Pacific, and Northern Pacific railroads, facilitated a burgeoning economy marked by trade, transport, and
innovation. The clear delineation of these rail lines in the Official Map of the City of Portland reflects the
economic and social development of the city, a consistent theme during America’s Gilded Age, a period
marked by rapid industrialization and urban expansion.
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The visual representation of the various neighborhoods and roads encapsulates the city’s demographic and
spatial evolution. Each detail, from the inclusion of key businesses to the distinct neighborhood, is
rendered with clarity, offering viewers an insight into the urban morphology of 1891 Portland. The map,
printed in black with water bodies highlighted in blue, balances aesthetic appeal with informational
precision, embodying a convergence of art and science characteristic of cartographic practices of the era.

The cartographers’ commitment to capturing the dynamic interplay between natural and built
environments epitomizes the map’s enduring value. It stands as a testament to Portland’s historical
trajectory, providing not only a visual account of its geographical layout but also offering nuanced insights
into the socio-economic and cultural contours of the city in the late 19th century. Each element,
meticulously archived, contributes to the rich tapestry of Portland’s urban history, rendering the Official
Map of the City of Portland an indispensable asset for those seeking to explore and understand the city’s
historical and cultural landscape.

Overall, this map of Portland highlights the urban development of the West during the late 19th century.
Portland was no longer a sleepy village in the remote West, rather it was a burgeoning metropolis ready to
develop industry and opportunity. 

Detailed Condition:
Red markings on lower left of map. Otherwise very nice condition


