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Stock#: 97210
Map Maker: Bellin

Date: 1757
Place: Paris
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 13 x 8.5 inches

Price: $ 175.00

Description:

Acadia, Isle St. John, and Isle Royale During The Acadian Expulsion Period

Detailed map of the region, published during the Acadian Expulsion and at the outset of the Seven Years
War (French & Indian War).

Throughout the 18th century, the regions of Acadia (now the Maritime provinces of Canada), Isle St. John
(present-day Prince Edward Island), and Isle Royale (Cape Breton Island) were areas of strategic
importance in North America, caught in the web of imperial rivalries between France and Britain. These
territories were not just geopolitical pawns; they were also homes to rich cultures, notably the Acadians.

In the early 18th century, the French established fortified settlements in Acadia and on Isle Royale, with
the most significant being Louisbourg on Isle Royale. Fort Louisbourg was a crucial French stronghold and
commercial hub, one of the busiest ports in North America, acting as a gateway to the St. Lawrence River
and the Canadian interior.

The beginning of the century saw Acadia as a battleground during Queen Anne's War, the North American
theater of the War of the Spanish Succession. The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 concluded this conflict,
ceding large portions of Acadia to the British, though boundaries remained ambiguously defined.

Arguably the most significant event in 18th-century Acadia was the expulsion of the Acadians starting in
1755. Amid the French and Indian War (the North American front of the Seven Years' War), British
concerns over Acadian loyalty led to the brutal decision to deport them. Thousands were forcibly removed,
with many resettling in Louisiana, becoming the ancestors of the Cajun people.
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Isle Royale's Fort Louisbourg, once thought impregnable, fell to British forces in 1758 after a fierce siege.
Its capture was a pivotal moment in the Seven Years' War, paving the way for the British to launch a
successful campaign against Quebec.

The Seven Years' War culminated in the Treaty of Paris in 1763. This treaty had profound implications for
the territories in question. France ceded Isle Royale and Isle St. John to the British, marking the end of the
French colonial era in the Maritimes.

Following the treaty and the Acadian expulsion, these territories saw an influx of British settlers,
particularly on Isle St. John. The fabric of the region began to change, with English laws, language, and
customs gaining prominence. 

Detailed Condition:


