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California [early appearance of Orange County!]

Stock#: 96829

Map Maker: Rand McNally & Company
Date: 1888

Place: Chicago

Color: Color

Condition:  Good

Size: 13.5x 19.5 inches

Price: $ 245.00

Description:

California by Rand McNally & Co., published in Chicago in 1888, offers an intriguing snapshot of the state
at the close of the 19th century, notably marking an early appearance of Orange County on the
cartographic record. The detail captured spans from the intricate railway lines connecting various towns
to the grand geographical expanse of California, topped by a distinct inset map focusing on the Bay Area.

The latter years of the 19th century heralded a transformative phase in California's history. The Gold Rush
of the mid-century had set in motion an unstoppable tide of migration, leading to significant urban and
infrastructural developments. The mapping of Orange County, despite its chronological anomaly with the
map's dating, symbolizes this evolving geopolitical landscape. The formation of Orange County in March
1889 stands as a testament to the growth and administrative restructuring taking place throughout the
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state.

The presentation of the railway lines is especially telling of the era. The late 19th century marked the
zenith of railroad expansion in the United States, fundamentally altering commerce, communication, and
daily life. In California, these lines not only connected towns within the state but also served as vital
arteries linking it to the rest of the nation, acting as a conduit for goods, people, and ideas.

Furthermore, the inclusion of a sizeable inset map of the Bay Area underscores the region's burgeoning
significance. As one of the principal hubs of commerce, migration, and innovation, the Bay Area's detailed
representation resonates with its rising stature in both the state and the nation. It encapsulates the
convergence of natural beauty, burgeoning urban centers, and economic promise that would pave the way
for the region's 20th-century ascendance.

Detailed Condition:
Trimmed with small losses at the left edge.
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