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Stock#: 94199
Map Maker: General Land Office (Texas)

Date: 1965
Place: Austin, Texas
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 12.75 x 12.25 inches

Price: $ 195.00

Description:

This 1965 Texas General Land Office Map with Commissioner Jerry Sadler's commentary presents an
enlightening snapshot of Texas's commitment to public education funding through its exploitation of
mineral-rich lands. This map, produced in Austin, sheds light on the intersection of geography, politics,
and economics in mid-20th century Texas.

While Texas has a storied history, marked by its unique status as a former independent republic, its most
significant legacy, as expressed on this map, is the dedication of state lands to public schools. According to
the provided figures, public schools held mineral interests in an eighth of the state's total area, which had
already yielded nearly a billion dollars for state education. The funds accrued from this endowment, the
Permanent School Fund and the University Fund, had respective balances of $565 million and $422 million
as of November 10, 1964.

In addition to detailing the state's financial investment in education, the map presents key statistics about
Texas's vast tracts of land. For instance, it provides figures for various categories of land, such as unsold
surveyed lands, navigable streams, and bays and inlets, among others. It also showcases details about
lands and mineral estates of the Permanent School Fund and the Permanent University Fund. This
information underscores the geographical and mineral wealth of the state and the strategic use of these
assets for public education.
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Adding a human dimension to this geographical and economic discourse, the map includes photos of
district heads, grounding the abstract figures and land categories in the human administration of these
resources. Together, these elements illustrate the interconnectedness of land, mineral resources,
education, and governance in mid-20th century Texas.

In conclusion, the Texas General Land Office Map of 1965, commissioned by Jerry Sadler, serves as a
significant artifact of Texan history. It illustrates a remarkable moment when the Lone Star State
leveraged its natural wealth for the betterment of its education system, creating a powerful narrative of
stewardship, prosperity, and social responsibility.

Detailed Condition:


