> Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard Www.raremaps.com (858) 551-8500
La Jolla, CA 92037 blr@raremaps.com

Nova Persiae Armeniae Natoliae et Arabiae

Stock#: 94134

Map Maker: De Wit

Date: 1680 circa
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+

Size: 22 x 19 inches
Price: $ 975.00
Description:

The circa 1680 hand-colored engraved map, Nova Persia Armenia Natolie et Arabia Descriptio, by
Frederik de Wit is a testament to the intricate art of cartography, presenting a meticulously detailed view
of the vast region spanning from the Saudi Peninsula to Afghanistan, centered on the Persian Gulf.

The remarkable depth of geographical details exhibited in the map illustrates De Wit's dedication to
precision. This is further augmented by the inclusion of two distinct cartouches, ships sailing the seas, and
a striking depiction of an Arab geographer engaged in the accurate measurement of distances using a
compass divider.

A standout feature of the map is the lower right cartouche, showcasing a robed woman, her hair coiled
into a topknot, presenting an ouroboros to an Arab or Ottoman man, who leans against a stone stele
carrying the title of the map. In her other hand, she holds a dial. Her presence, initially mysterious, can be
interpreted symbolically. The ouroboros, a serpent eating its own tail, is a potent symbol of cyclicality,
eternity, and constant change. Thus, her presentation of this emblem, while she holds a dial in her other
hand, suggests a representation of Time itself. In this allegorical reading, she could be imparting a
prophecy to the skeptical Muslim ruler: acknowledging the ancient roots of the region while also hinting at
the inevitability of change in the future.

In this way, the map not only offers a geographical overview of the Persian Gulf region during the late
17th century, but it also weaves a symbolic narrative of time and transformation, lending additional layers
of historical and cultural significance to this already remarkable map.
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