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Stock#: 93091
Map Maker: Tavernier

Date: 1637
Place: Paris
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 19.5 x 15 inches

Price: $ 795.00

Description:

The "French Empire" in 1637

A rare and intriguing 1637 map of France by Melchior Tavernier, presenting an early depiction of the
country with an unusual use of the term "Empire," which would not be officially adopted until the time of
Napoleon.

Melchior Tavernier (1594-1665) was a renowned French cartographer, engraver, and publisher based in
Paris. His early map of France provides an insight into the political and geographical landscape of the
country during the 17th century. The use of the title "L'Empire Francois" is particularly noteworthy, as it
predates the establishment of the French Empire under Napoleon Bonaparte by nearly two centuries. At
the time of the map's creation, France was a kingdom, making Tavernier's choice of terminology a
fascinating point of discussion.

The map's details include rivers, cities, and regional boundaries, with an emphasis on accuracy and
comprehensiveness. A note from the creator to the reader acknowledges the inclusion of additional names
of rivers and cities in Flemish and German, translated into French, as well as the intention to correct any
errors in future editions. The map also features a legend explaining the symbols used to represent various
ecclesiastical and political divisions, such as archbishoprics, chamber of counts, parliaments, and court of
money.

This exceptional 1637 map by Melchior Tavernier offers a valuable glimpse into the geography, politics,
and linguistic landscape of France during a significant period in its history. Its unusual title and attention
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to detail make it an important piece for collectors and enthusiasts of cartographic and French history.

It is apparent that the author's note to his readers has been reengraved at some point.

Detailed Condition:
Beautiful impression. Some expertly mended clean tears at the edges.


