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Stock#: 85963
Map Maker: Colton

Date: 1859
Place: New York
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: Poor
Size: 30 x 24.5 inches

Price: $ 195.00

Description:

Cornell's Outline Maps No. 11, drawn by G. Woolworth Colton to accompany Cornell's Series of School
Geographies and published by D. Appleton & Co in New York in 1859, is a didactic wall map of Europe.
Characterized by its lack of labels, it displays divisions and major cities marked with circles and stars,
serving as an educational tool designed to encourage geographical learning and memorization.

The mid-19th century was a time of educational reform and expansion in many parts of the Western world,
and the emphasis on geography was part of a broader movement towards comprehensive education. The
production of didactic maps like this one was aimed at enhancing spatial awareness and understanding of
the geopolitical structure of the continent. In this context, the decision to exclude labels was likely a
deliberate pedagogical strategy, challenging students to identify locations based on shape, division, and
symbol alone.

The work of G. Woolworth Colton, a prominent figure in American cartography, adds further significance
to this map. Colton's skill in conveying geographical information in a clear and aesthetically pleasing
manner is evident in the clean lines and careful rendering of the continent's divisions. The use of symbols,
such as circles and stars for major cities, introduces a level of abstraction that aligns with the map's
educational intent, simplifying complex information into an accessible format.

Cornell's Outline Maps No. 11 stands as both a historical document and a pedagogical artifact, reflecting
the educational methodologies and cartographic practices of its time. Its unique design, devoid of labels
yet rich in spatial information, exemplifies an innovative approach to geographical education. By
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presenting Europe in a manner that demands active engagement and critical thinking, this map
encapsulates the spirit of educational inquiry that characterized the mid-19th-century educational
landscape. It represents a confluence of art, science, and education, a testament to the era's commitment
to fostering intellectual growth and global awareness.

Detailed Condition:
Original hand-color. Mounted on linen. Significant wear and loss. Dampstain in the lower right corner.


