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Stock#: 80744
Map Maker: Overton

Date: 1665 circa
Place: London
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 8.5 x 6.25 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Rare English Print From the Collection of an Important 18th Century English Book Collector

Rare allegorical image of the four seasons and for four quarters of the world, offered for sale by a John
Overton.

The present image is a rare early engraving, which likely was first issued by Peter Stent, but for which we
are unable to locate any surviving examples, either by Stent or Overton.

The image credit is filled with misspellings and references to early London: "Sold by John Overton at the
White Horse at ye Corner of Littl Ouldbaley without newgate neere the Fowntane Taverne". 
These placenames are prevalent in prints offered for sale in London in the second half of the 17th Century
and reflect the nexus of activity among some of England's most famous mid-17th Century print sellers and
engravers.

The image includes the number 70.  We note several other early images bearing John Overton's name with
a similar address in the British Museum, including the following images numbered 230 and 127.

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_2AA-a-67-54
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_2AA-a-67-77

We note also John Farrer's A Mapp of Virginia Discovered to Ye Hills..., John Goddard Sculp. Domina

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_2AA-a-67-54
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/P_2AA-a-67-77
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Virginia Farrer Collegit. Are sold by John Overton without Newgate at the corner of little old Baly," 
issued sometime after Peter Stent's sale of the copperplate to John Overton.

The above items all would appear to have been part of the copper plate inventory purchased by Overton
from Peter Stent who references two separate items 'The 4 seasons of the year' and 'The 4 quarters of the
world' in his 1654 catalog, although we have not been able to locate any surviving examples of either set. 
In his 1662 catalog, Stent also lists two versions of the seasons, one set by Hollar, one by George Glover. 
 The present set is almost certainly not the work of Hollar.

Lee Warly

Lee Warly was the last in a line of family collectors who amassed and important family / parish Library,
which would become known as the Elham Library in Kent in 1809.

The Elham library began to be formed in the 17th century as the personal collection of Henry Oxinden of
Barham, Kent.  Born in 1608, Henry Oxinden was forced  to abandon his studies at Oxford after his
father's early death and returned to supervise the family estates. He managed to continue his
studies through his readings, collecting a wide range of books, including the classics, religious literature
in various forms, and, most interestingly, a
number of works of late Elizabethan and Jacobean literature.   

Oxinden's library remained with his widow after his death in 1670. After her death it was passed to
Katherine Warly, the daughter of his second
wife, his only son having died an ignominious death in the King's  Bench Prison in 1668. Katherine was
married to John Warly of the  parish of Elham, near Canterbury, the parish which was later to receive the
library.

When Katherine Warly died in 1717 the library passed to her son John, a surgeon in Canterbury. John
Warly added to the collection some more recent
works of medicine and surgery, and the library today has an interesting medical collection. After John
Warly's death the library passed  to its final and most influential personal owner his son Lee Warly.

Lee Warly was an attorney at law and lived in a house in the very center of Canterbury, the foundations
and some walls of which have now been incorporated into a sprawling department store. . . . As well as
legal books, Lee Warly bought books of travel, general, local, and religious history, and works of
literature.. . . Warly's "acquisitions policy" is spelled out in his own library catalog of 1760. Quoting from



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

[Season and Continents] Spring - Summer - Autum - Winter / Europe - Asia - Africa -
America. Sold by John Overton at the White horse at the Corner of Littl Ould Baley

without newgate neere the Fowntane Taverne

Drawer Ref: Small Maps Stock#: 80744
Page 3 of 3

Pliny, he states that "the most approved writers of each sort are to be carefully chosen; for, though we
should read much, we should not read many books."

Lee Warly died in 1805, a wealthy bachelor age ninety-two. By his will he bequeathed "to the Minister and
Church Wardens of the Parish of Elham for the time being, for the whole and sole use of the inhabitants
thereof his library of books, with book cases, and writing desk; and also the sum of fifty-pounds, in aid of
fitting up a room, for the reception of the same."  

Rarity

While we note possible references to the print in Stent catalogs, we have been unable to locate any
surviving examples of this engraved image.

Detailed Condition:


