
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Amerique Septentrionale . . . 1669

Drawer Ref: North America 1 Stock#: 75969
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 75969
Map Maker: Sanson / Mariette

Date: 1669
Place: Paris
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 22 x 15.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

The Second Large Sanson Map of North America

First state of the Sanson-Mariette map of North America, first issued in 1669.

This atlas map was produced by Guillaume Sanson and Pierre Mariette after the death of Guillaume's
father, Nicolas, in 1667. The map is drawn on the sinusoidal projection, which is also called the Sanson-
Flamstead projection.

It is a reduced-size copy of Nicolas Sanson's four-sheet wall map of North America, published in 1666,
which survives in only two known examples (one dated 1666, one dated 1667). However, this map has
changes as compared to its wall-map predecessor. It includes C. Blanco in California and adds R. de Nort,
or the Hudson River. The shape of Iceland and the British Isles are also new.

The continent is tightly framed, with only a sliver of northern South America visible. California is shown as
an island. Its shape is influenced by the Foxe depiction of 1635 and is also called the second Sanson
model.

The northwest of the continent is empty and obscured by the decorative cartouche. In the northeast,
Greenland appears connected to North America. New North Wales seemingly floats in northern Hudson’s
Bay, giving way to another coastline, New Denmark. This trails southwest-ward to a Mer Glaciale—the
dream of a Northwest Passage is alive and well on this map. Much of this configuration is inspired by
Thomas Button’s trip to Hudson’s Bay in 1612-3, when he named Port Nelson and Ne Ultra. Button’s Bay
is named for him. Luke Foxe, on another voyage seeking the passage in 1631, named the area New Wales.
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The center of the continent is dominated by Quivira. This toponym refers to the Seven Cities of Gold
sought by the Spanish explorer Francisco Vasquez de Coronado in 1541. In 1539, Coronado wandered
over what today is Arizona and New Mexico, eventually heading to what is now Kansas to find the
supposedly rich city of Quivira. Although he never found the cities or the gold, the name stuck on maps of
southwest North America, wandering from east to west.

States and rarity

There are two states of this map, which featured in Les Cartes Génerales de toutes les parties du Monde.

Dated 1669.1.
Dated 1690. Has the addition of North Pacific chimeric islands and the words, “N. Yorq aut” and “N.2.
YORC” in the title.

This Guillaume Sanson atlas map of North America is much scarcer than that of his father (1650).

Detailed Condition:
Original hand-color in outline.


