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Stock#: 72297

Map Maker: Mortier

Date: 1696 circa

Place: Amsterdam

Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+

Size: 40 x 56 inches (if joined)
Price: $ 1,200.00
Description:

Four-sheet wall map of the region southwest of the Rhine and Moselle Rivers, published by Pierre Mortier
in Amsterdam during the 1690s.

The map covers Mainz and several other major cities in modern-day southwest Germany.

This is a "theater of war" map, featuring the areas of operations during a particular part of the Nine Years'
War, which lasted from 1688 to 1697, and involved France fighting with most other European powers at
one point or another.

The main fighting took place around France's borders in the Spanish Netherlands, the Rhineland,
the Duchy of Savoy, and Catalonia. The fighting generally favored Louis XIV's armies, but by 1696 his
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country was in the grip of an economic crisis. The Maritime Powers (England and the Dutch Republic)
were also financially exhausted, and when Savoy defected from the Alliance, all parties were keen to
negotiate a settlement. By the terms of the Treaty of Ryswick, Louis XIV retained the whole of Alsace but
in exchange had to return Lorraine to its ruler and give up any gains on the right bank of the Rhine. Louis
XIV also recognized William III as the rightful king of England, while the Dutch acquired a barrier fortress
system in the Spanish Netherlands to help secure their borders.

The peace would be short-lived. With the ailing and childless Charles II of Spain's death approaching, a
new dispute over the inheritance of the Spanish Empire was soon to embroil Louis XIV and the Grand
Alliance in the War of the Spanish Succession.

Detailed Condition:
Four sheets, unjoined. Spectacular original hand-color in full. A truly superb example of the map.
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