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Map of Adgate's Patent Surveyed and run into Lots A.D. 1794. By Benjamin Wright

Stock#: 68547fb

Map Maker: Wright

Date: 1794 circa -
Place: New York

Color: Pen & Ink

Condition: VG

Size: 65 x 34 inches (if joined)

Price: $4,000.00

Description:

Lands of an Anti-Federalist Member of the Constitutional Convention
Finely executed 2-sheet manuscript cadastral map of Adgate’s Patent in today's Oneida County, New York.

The present map is a remarkable document, seemingly recording every land transfer between from 1794
until 1864, with transfers recorded in multiple hands in black pen, red pen and pencil. The map also
provides a meticulous accounting the roads and rivers in the region.

The map is centered on Boonville, and extends to the area near Forrestport on the Black River at the
bottom right, and the area around Popple Pond State Forest at the top right. The area shown comprises
most of the northeastern "triangle of Oneida County, including Boonvville, Forestport, Ava and the Jackson
Hill State Forest.

Each parcel has a land owner written in, many with subsequent purchasers as well, with dates added as
late as 1864.

Wright was the senior engineer of the Erie Canal, but this would have represented some of his earliest
work surveying in Oneida and Oswego Counties (See DAB, v.X, p.543).

Adgate's Patent

Matthew Adgate (1737-1818) was born in Norwich, Connecticut, but eventually settled in the part of
Albany County, New York, which later became Columbia County.

Adgate became politically prominent during the American Revolution and represented Albany County in

the convention that drafted New York's state constitution in 1777. Elected one of Columbia County’s
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delegates to the convention called to ratify the Federal Constitution, he assumed an active role in the
antifederalist coalition and voted against ratification.

Adgate served several terms in the state assembly and as a judge of the court of common pleas for
Columbia County. He later moved to Clinton County, where in 1818 he published A Digest, or, Plain Facts
Stated: In Which the Gospel and Law Are Compared in Some of Their Most Important Parts . . .

In 1761, Adgate purchased a parcel of land estimated to be 45,000 acres., for two shillings six pence per
acre, which became known as Adgate's Western Tract, and lies next to Macomb's Purchase. A patent was
issued January 20, 1798.

Another tract called Adgate's Eastern Tract, of 40,000 acres, was owned by Adgate, lying partly in Oneida
county and partly in Herkimer county.

In 1794, Benjamin Wright surveyed the western tract into lots west of Black River.

Rarity

This map is very similar to, but not identical to several maps in the Holland Company archives at SUNY-
Fredonia. (www.wnylegacy.org).

Detailed Condition:
Backed with stiff paper, extensive chipping at bottom edge with some loss, particularly at the corners.
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