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Stock#: 38276
Map Maker: De Belleforest

Date: 1575
Place: Paris
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 11.5 x 16.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fine early view of part of the south coast of the Peloponnese, showing the Battle of Modon
(1500), between the Ottoman Empire and Venetian Republic.

This rare map of the southern Peloponnese, shows the region which includes Pylos (Navarrin), Methoni
(Modon) to Koroni (Coron). The map shows graphic represenation of the Battle of Modon, between the
Venetian Republic (shown as Christians on the map) and the Ottoman Empire (Turks). The Venetian and
Ottoman fleets and respective armies are shown, with the focal point of the battle being the fortified town
and tower of Modon at the center, with the Bay of Navarino to the left, also a site of conflict.

Pylos, Modon and Coron were the sites of an important battle between the Turks and the Venetians at the
end of the 15th Century. The Battle of Modon took place in August 1500 during the war of 1499-1503
between the Ottoman Empire and the Republic of Venice. The Ottomans, who had won the Battle of
Zonchio (First Battle of Lepanto / Battle of Sapienza) the previous year, were again victorious under
Admiral Kemal Reis.

In December 1499, the Venetians attacked Lepanto with the hope of regaining the territories which they
lost with the Battle of Zonchio. Kemal Reis set sail from Cefalonia and retook Lepanto from the Venetians.
He stayed in Lepanto between April and May 1500, where his ships were repaired by an army of 15,000
Ottoman craftsmen who were brought from the area. From there Kemal Reis set sail and bombarded the
Venetian ports on the island of Corfu and in August 1500, he once again defeated the Venetian fleet. He
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bombarded the fortress of Modon from the sea and captured the town. He later engaged with the Venetian
fleet off the coast of Coron and captured the town along with a Venetian brigantine. From there he sailed
towards the Island of Sapientza (Sapienza), and sank the Venetian galley "Lezza". In September 1500
Kemal Reis assaulted Voiussa and in October he appeared at Cape Santa Maria on the Island of Lefkada
before ending the campaign and returning to Constantinople in November.

With the Battle of Modon, the Ottoman fleet and army quickly overwhelmed most of the Venetian
possessions in Greece. Modon and Coron, the "two eyes of the Republic", were lost. Ottoman cavalry raids
reached Venetian territory in northern Italy and in 1503 Venice again had to seek peace, recognizing the
Ottoman gains.

The same area would be the site of an important conflict at about the same time as the publication of this
map. Shortly after the Ottoman fleet was defeated at the Naval battle of Naupactos (Lepanto), in 1573, the
Turks began construction of a fortress at Pylos (Navarrin on the map), at the foot of Mount Áyios Nikólaos,
with the goal of controlling the southern entrance to the bay of Navarino, the largest natural harbor in the
region. The fortress (Niokastro), was the second fortification in the region, along with the Palio Navarino
(Old Castle), a Frankish castle on the Koryphasion peninsula on the north side of the bay. From 1498 to
1821, Navarino Bay was controlled by the Turks except for two periods (1644-48 and 1686-1715), when it
was held by the Venetians. On the present map, the Chasteau de Navarrin on the north side of the bay is
shown but the Niokastro (New Castle) is not yet shown.

The map appeared in La Cosmographie Universelle de tout le monde by Nicolas Chesneau and Michel
Sonnius, in two volumes in Paris. The French text was written by Francois de Belleforest.

Detailed Condition:
Minor dampstain.


