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Stock#: 32675mp
Map Maker: Coronelli

Date: 1688
Place: Venice
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 35 x 24 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Striking example of Coronelli's cornerstone map of North America, one of the most influential maps of
North America published in the late 17th Century.

In describing Coronelli's map, Burden refers to it as "a major leap in the cartography of the day. . . "
Coronelli's map of North America, appeared in his Atlante Veneto. The map is cartographically similar to
his famous globe of 1688 and richly embellished with a style unique to Coronelli's maps. The title
cartouche features scenes of gods blessing this era of European expansion. Vignettes of native Americans
and various creatures appear throughout the map. Cartographically, Coronelli's depcition of the Great
Lakes is the most advanced to date, drawing on information from the explorations of Louis Jolliet and
Jacques Marquette. The Mississippi basin reflects the French discoveries of René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur
de La Salle on his first expedition of 1679-82. This map depicts La Salle's misplacement of the mouth of
the Mississippi, which he located some 600 miles to the west of its true location.

In the West, Coronelli's map contributes a significant amount of new information, drawn mostly from the
manuscript map drawn by Diego Dionisio de Peñalosa Briceño y Berdugo, which included numerous
previously unrecorded place names and divided the Rio Grande into the Rio Norte and the Rio Bravo in the
south. The manuscript map was prepared by Peñalosa between 1671 and 1687, as part of his attempts to
interest the French King Louis XIV in a military expedition against New Spain. The most prominent
geographical detail of the map is California's appearance as a massive island, this map being one of the
best renderings of this beloved misconception.

While dated 1688, there is no evidence that the map appeared prior to its inclusion in Coronelli's Atlante
Veneto, for which the title page is dated 1690, but the colophon suggests a publication date of 1691.
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Vincenzo Maria Coronelli, a Venetian scholar and Minorite Friar, was one of the most celebrated map and
globe makers of his era. Cornelli produced more than one hundred terrestrial and celestial globes, several
hundred maps, and a wealth of cartographic publications. In 1683, he completed the Marly Globes for
Louis XIV, the largest and most magnificent globes ever made. In 1684 he founded the Academia
Cosmografica degli Argonauti, the first geographical society, and was appointed Cosmographer of the
Republic of Venice.

Detailed Condition:
2-sheet map, joined. The margins of the left sheet have been extended for framing and uniformity.


