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Stock#: 17668
Map Maker: Laurie & Whittle

Date: 1794
Place: London
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 35 x 23.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Highly important second state of the earliest printed British Maritime Chart to show Hong Kong. The map
also includes a fascinating depiction of Hong Kong Island divided into two islands, with a narrow channel
between the two land masses.

The map was originally issued by Sayer & Bennett, with the date of 29 November 1780, with the title A
Chart of the China Sea from the Island of Sanciam To Pedra Branca with the Course of the River Tigris
From Canton to Macao from a Portuese draught communicated by Captain Hayter and compared with the
Chinese Char of the Macao Pilots. Captain George Haytor of the East Inda Company was the Captain of
the York, which frequented Chinese waters from 1741 to 1787. Haytor is credited with a second printed
chart dated 1787. This second state has been updated by Captains Joseph Huddart and John Pascal
Larkins of the East India Company. In his fine article on the first edition of the map, Henry D. Talbot notes
that the tracks of the soundings depict the route taken in the initial explorations of the region, which we
almost certainly annotating their charts to improve the depiction of the coastline of Hong Kong and the
other regions visited. Talbot observes that most of the place names onthe map are romanized versions of
the Chinese names, noting that this accounts for the appearance aof Botae Island and Lammon. Pengu
Chau is mis-named Tay Pak and Siu Kau Yi ans Sui-pak.

The most notable feature of the map is the division of Hong Kong Island, separted by a channel from Shau
Kei Wan (Aldrich Bay) to Tai Tam Bay. Talbot surmized that at the time the ship was passing from the
north of the island, the visibility was so basd that the hills were not visible and therefore the bay appeared
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to be a strait. The name "Fan-Chin-Cheou" is unique and does not appear as a name for Hong Kong Island
on other maps known to Talbot. He-Ong-Kong was seen by Talbot as a mistranscription of the Heong-
Kong. The shape of Lantao is badly distorted, especially on the eastern side. A number of bays, incluiding
Silvermine Bay are not shown, while the peninsula north of Chang Cheou Island is shwn as a separate
island. The name "Iron River" is shown for Hebe Haven, perhaps evidence of the chartmaker's knowledge
of the iron-ore deposits at Ma On Shan. Mers (Mirs) Bay is shwn as being very small. Talbot observed that
this was likely additional evidence of the poor visibility, as the many soundings at the entrance to the bay
suggest a relatively close inspection of this region.

Joseph Huddart (1741-1816) was an important and influential English Captain, hydrographer, chart
maker, inventor and entrepreneur. Born into the a fishing trade, he first served as seaman then as a
master, in 1762 taking command of the sloop Allonby, transporting cured fish to Ireland for the supply of
the West Indian markets. His first ship, the Patience, was designed and built by Huddart himself and
launched in 1768 for the North American trade.

In 1773, Huddart joined the East India Company, sailing as Fourth Officer aboard the York, bound for
St.Helena and Bencooleen. During the course of this voyage he made detailed scientific observations and
surveys of the West coast of Sumatra. In 1777, Robert Sayer published Huddart's surveys of the coasts of
Sumatra and engaged him to carry out a survey of St.George's Channel, which was completed in summer
1778. His chart of St. George's Channel proved a masterpiece of accuracy and established Huddart's
financial fortunes and his reputation as one of England's foremost hydrographers.

In the latter part of 1777 he re-entered the service of the East India Company and was quickly named
Captain of the Royal Admiral. For the next decade Huddart sailed the waters between India and China. In
1786 his survey of the Tigris (Pearl River) delta was published by Sayer & Bennett. On his retirement from
the sea in 1791 he was much in demand for his advice on harbor improvements, becoming one of the first
directors of the East India Dock Company in 1798 and laying the Dock's first foundation stone in 1804. In
1791 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society and for 25 years he was one of the Elder Brethren of
Trinity House. His scientific acumen resulted in a number of important inventions, including the three arm
protractor for hydrographers and the use of high water marks for the London docks, still in use until the
1960's. Perhaps his greatest invention however lay in the development of steam-driven machinery for
laying up and binding rope, which he commercialized into a highly lucrative business.

J[ohn] P[ascal] Larkins was a Captain for the East India Company. Larkins was the Captain of the Yap on a
passage to Canton in 1787, which located a string of islands (Ngulu) and made other scientific
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observations. He also produced an account of the passage of the Warren-Hastings by the Macklesfield
Strait on the east of Banka in 1788, which was later published by Dalrymple He ultimately settled in New
South Wales in the early 1790s and wound up acquiring the home of George Macaulay.

Detailed Condition:
Two repaired tears approximately 3 inches from the top part of the centerfold (see image) and several
other minor restored tears. Archivally repaired on the verso and backed with Japan Paper. Still a
presentable example of this rare map.


