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Stock#: 101341
Map Maker: Ptolemy / Reger

Date: 1486
Place: Ulm
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 22 x 15.75 inches including text

Price: $ 17,500.00

Description:

First Modern Map of The Iberian Peninsula (Spain & Portugal) - Based on The Earliest Surviving
Manuscript Map of the Iberian Peninsula

Based upon the work of the 2nd Century Alexandrian polymath Claudius Ptolemy, this map is perhaps the
single most important modern map of the Iberian Peninsula published in the 15th Century.

Along with the map of Francesco Berlingheri also first published in 1482 in Florence, the present
map holds the distinction of being the first modern map of the Iberian Peninsula. It is also the first map to
appear to be in its original color and the first published North of the Alps.

The present map differs significantly from Berlinghieri's map, with the present map having an entirely
different arrangement of mountains, a thinner peninsular shape, and extends to more outlying islands.
While Berlingheri's map ends with Majorca, the present map extends to Minorca and 

The map covers all of the Iberian Peninsula, delineating the Kingdoms of Spain and Portugal, the Emirate
of Grenada ("Regnum Granate:", still under Muslim control when this map was issued), and the
Principality of Catalonia. Major regions, such as Navarre, Biscay, Galicia, Castile, and Andalusia, are
named.   

Sources

Remarkably, the Berlingheri map of 1482 and the Ulm Ptolemy map of 1482-86 derive from two different
originals, the Ulm Ptolemy likely coming from an anonymous manuscript Modern Map of Spain from

https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/98868
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-023-02178-9/figures/1
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codex 2586 of the General Library of the University of Salamanca , from the end of the 15th century and
the Berlingheri map from a manuscript map of Florentine miniaturist Pietro del Massaio.

As noted above, the present map likely derives from a map found in codex 2586 (a manuscript copy of
Ptolemy’s Geographia), which we will refer to herein as the Margarit map, named for its first owner,
Cardinal Joan Margarit i Pau, and typically dated 1456 (the date of the codex).  While found in a
manuscript copy of Ptolemy’s Geographia, the Margarit map was clearly not originally part of this work
and was likely cut out to be bound into codes 2586.

It is likely that the Berlingheri map of the Iberian Peninsula derives from the work of Florentine
miniaturist Pietro del Massaio, whose manuscripts, dating from before 1456 to 1472, contained maps of
Spain, France, and Italy and were noted for their resemblance to each other, yet with varying
representational techniques.  The following link shows an image of a unique woodcut map of the
Iberian Peninsula in the Museo Correr in Venice which follows the configuration of Massio's, which is
drawn with south at the top, superimposed over the Margarit map.

For a discussion of the earliest modern maps of Spain, we recommend Roberto Almagia's The First
Modern Map of Spain Imago Mundi, 1948, Vol. 5 (1948), pp. 27-31.

The Ulm Ptolemy

The 1482 Ulm edition of Ptolemy's Geographia was the first edition printed north of the Alps map and the
first to appear in color which was applied by the publisher. The 1482 Ulm edition of the Geographia was
one of the most important cartographic texts of the early Renaissance and the first edition of the work to
be printed outside Italy. The text for this edition was based upon a manuscript translated into Latin by
Jacobus Angeli and edited by Nicolaus Germanus that had been brought to Ulm from Rome in 1468. The
Ulm Ptolemy was first published in 1482 by Lienhart Holle, the same year as Berlingheri's Florence
edition. Ashley Baynton Williams notes:

Working independently of Berlinghieri, but apparently using the same or similar models, Holle
also added modern maps of Spain, France, Italy and Palestine, but also the first printed map of
Scandinavia, composed by Cornelius Clavus, circa 1425-7. Holle's maps were printed from
woodcuts, and are characterised by heavy wash colouring for the sea areas, typically a rich
blue for the 1482 edition, and an ochre for the 1486 edition. These bright colours, and the
greater sense of age that woodcuts convey, make this series the most visually appealing of the
[Ptolemeic] maps.

Holle went bankrupt shortly after the original publication and the work was taken over by Johann Reger,

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-023-02178-9/figures/7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-023-02178-9/figures/7
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who issued a second edition in 1486.

Rarity

Ulm Ptolemy maps are scarce on the market.  

This is the first example of the map of Spain we have offered for sale.

Detailed Condition:


