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Stock#: 0871
Map Maker: Bonne

Date: 1785
Place: Paris
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 40 x 26 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Striking 2-sheet map of Florida, the Gulf Coast, Texas, Mexico, Baja California, and part of the Caribbean,
and Central America, published privately by Charles Francois Delamarche, based upon information
compiled by the Depot De La Marine, under the direction of Rigobert Bonne.

This extraordinary map was produced under the direction of Rigobert Bonne, the Royal Hydrographer to
the King of France during the American Revolution. In 1773, Bonne succeeded Jacques Nicolas Bellin as
Royal Hydrographer (chart maker) to the King of France, overseeing the chartmakers of the Depot de la
Marine. Working in his official capacity, Bonne compiled some of the most detailed and accurate maps of
the period. Bonne's work represents an important step in the evolution of the cartographic ideology away
from the decorative work of the 17th and early 18th century towards a more detail oriented and practical
aesthetic.

This example is the second state of the map, following the first edition of 1780 and was apparently bound
in two immense sheets in a late 18th Century Composite Atlas, the first time we have ever seen this
unusual presentation. The map has been cut with very wide margins on one side of each sheet and narrow
on the other, clearly issued as two sheets. This example apparently predates the 1786 state where the
publisher is changed to Delamarche.

Covers the Southern US Mexico, Central America, and the West Indies. Shows provinces, numerous
harbours and bays, towns, forts, channels, and a few routes of navigation. Also shows the direction of the
trade winds, the Gulf Stream, and relief. Includes excellent detail along the coast of Florida, one of the
best contemporary mappings of its coastline. Excellent detail in the Gulf Coast, including Texas, with a fair
amount of detail in the interior. A nearly flawless wide margin example. A third sheet, covering the West
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Indies, was also published, but is not present in this example.

Detailed Condition:


