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S. Salvador (with inset map of Baya de Todos Sanctos)
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Stock#: 0326gh
Map Maker: Gerritsz / Visscher

Date: 1629 circa
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 15 x 8 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

First edition of this scarce view of the Siege of San Salvador by Visscher & Gerritsz.

The plan depicts the taking of Salvadorby the Dutch in 1624. As noted by Johannes Keuning (Imago Mundi,
Vol. 6, (1949), pp. 48-66):

The first great enterprise of the West India Company was the dispatching of a fleet of 26 ships in Dec.
1623 under the control of the admiral, Jacob Willekens and the vice-admiral Pieter Pietersz. Heyn. The
intention was the conquest of San Salvador, at the Bahia de todos os Santos. This intention was completely
attained in five days. Of this memorable act an engraving appeared in the same year. It is a picture of the
Bahia de todos os Santos in Brasil and a view of the town S. Salvador, situated on the top of the mount on
the bay; in the bay lies the whole Dutch fleet.

The Portugese settled Salvador in the mid-16th Century and the City quickly rose to become the capital of
the region and the most important sea port and financial center in the region. The town was sacked and
taken as part of a Dutch invasion in 1624, before being retaken by the Portugese the following year. The
Dutch again attacked Salvador in 1627. Following this attack, Gerritsz prepared several new maps and
illustrations of the invasion. The map would seem to depict approximately 26 ships in the harbor, strongly
suggesting that this is either the map referenced above Kuening's article or an early derivative thereof.

Detailed Condition:
2 minor wormholes.


