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StOCk#: 99574 OCRAMIE

Map Maker: Tardieu o
Date: 1840 circa

Place: Paris

Color: Outline Color

Condition: VG+

Size: 20.5 x 16.2 inches

Price: $175.00

Description:

Scarce early map of Oceania, detailing a vast region encompassing Australia, New Zealand, and the
numerous islands scattered across the Pacific Ocean.

The map highlights Australia, labeled here as Australie ou Nouvelle Hollande, indicating its former name,
New Holland, used by early European explorers. The delineation of Australia's coastline suggests a
detailed understanding, likely derived from the exploratory voyages of figures such as James Cook and
Matthew Flinders. The interior, less known at the time, is sparsely detailed, reflecting the limited inland
exploration of the continent by Europeans up to that point.

New Zealand is depicted with both its North and South Islands, named here as Ile du Nord and Ile du Sud,
with a level of accuracy that implies a familiarity with the coastline, which had been extensively charted by
the end of the 18th century.

The myriad of Pacific Islands are spread across the map, with major groups such as the Iles Carolines, Iles
Sandwich (now known as the Hawaiian Islands), and others identified, showing the extent of European
navigational and cartographic knowledge of the region.

Overall, Tardieu's map offers a comprehensive snapshot of the geographical understanding of Oceania in
the first half of the 19th century, prior to the more intensive colonization and exploration activities that
would follow later in the century.
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