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Stock#: 97268
Map Maker: Cram

Date: 1886
Place: Chicago
Color: Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 16.5 x 22.25 inches

Price: $ 245.00

Description:

Railroad and County Map of New Mexico by George F. Cram, engraved and published in Chicago in 1886,
offers a comprehensive representation of New Mexico's transportation networks and administrative
divisions during the late 19th century. Notably delineated are the emerging railroads, both completed and
unfinished, as well as the intricate system of county seats, post offices, small towns, and the state capitol.
Alongside these features, the map draws a distinction between "confirmed" and "unconfirmed" land
grants, casting a spotlight on the complexities of land ownership during this pivotal period in American
history.

The late 19th century was a transformative time for New Mexico and the wider American West. The region
was undergoing monumental changes with the advent and rapid spread of the railroad system. The
emergence of new transportation networks marked an era of increased mobility, economic growth, and
societal evolution. The railroads were not just pathways for commerce and migration; they reshaped the
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landscapes and destinies of territories, forging connections between previously isolated communities.

Moreover, the delineation of "confirmed" and "unconfirmed" grants on the map alludes to the fraught
nature of land tenure in New Mexico during this time. As the United States expanded westward, tensions
arose over land rights, especially between indigenous communities and settlers. The use of yellow to mark
reservations and the distinction of red shading for confirmed grants highlights the push and pull over
territorial dominion, capturing the legal intricacies and cultural shifts associated with the American West's
annexation.

In addition to territorial markers, the map's careful detailing of administrative symbols — distinguishing
between post offices, county seats, and the state capitol — serves as a testament to the infrastructural
growth and the deepening bureaucratization of the region. Such demarcations underscore New Mexico's
march towards statehood and the establishment of governance structures.

In conclusion, Cram's 1886 map of New Mexico is more than a geographical depiction; it's a chronicle of a
time and place in transition. It stands as an invaluable resource for understanding the profound shifts — in
transportation, governance, and territorial delineations — that characterized the American West during
the waning years of the 19th century.

Detailed Condition:


