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Stock#: 96446
Map Maker: Balthasar

Date: 1604
Place: n.p.
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 6.5 x 8.5 inches

Price: $ 375.00

Description:

Fine example of this rare engraving, illustrating the Siege of Ostend.

The image appeared in Floris Balthasar's rae "Belägerung der Statt Ostende Iournal" (1604), a
comprehensive illustrated historical record of the events that transpired during this epic confrontation.

The Siege of Ostend was a protracted military confrontation in Flanders during the Eighty Years' War.
Lasting from July 5, 1601, until September 20, 1604, this siege is notable for its length, the heavy
casualties, and the technological innovations employed by both attackers and defenders.

Ostend was a strategic coastal city held by the Dutch rebels, and its siege was initiated by the Spanish-
controlled Habsburg forces under Archduke Albert of Austria. The Spanish aimed to secure control over
the Scheldt estuary and thereby cut off access to the North Sea for the Dutch provinces. However, the
fortified city of Ostend stood in their way, defended by a determined garrison supported by the Dutch
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Republic and their English allies.

The siege saw intense military operations, including mining and countermining, the construction of
elaborate siege works, and the use of floating batteries. It was also marked by the extensive use of
artillery and the construction of various fortifications by the besieged to withstand the attacks. Numerous
sorties, assaults, and attempts to block the port ensued, with both sides displaying great ingenuity and
determination.

Despite the ferocity of the siege, the defenders managed to hold out for over three years. They were aided
by the sea, which allowed for resupply and reinforcement, negating the Spanish strategy of blockade. The
toll was heavy, with high casualties on both sides and great suffering among the civilian population.

In the end, the siege concluded when the defenders, exhausted and having accomplished their objective of
delaying Spanish progress for years, evacuated what was left of the town after a negotiated withdrawal.
The protracted conflict was costly for the Spanish as well, consuming a great deal of resources and
manpower.

The Siege of Ostend was one of the longest and bloodiest sieges of the 16th century and is a testament to
the evolving methods of siege warfare and military engineering of the period. The account detailed in the
"Belägerung der Statt Ostende Iournal" (1604), from which the image is taken, offers a comprehensive
historical record of the events that transpired during this epic confrontation.

Detailed Condition:


