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Description:

Shows the Results of Several Surveys Around North Sentinel Island.

Chart of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, published on 12th July 1799 by Laurie & Whittle of London,
provides a detailed visual representation of the Andaman and Nicobar archipelagos. Compiled from the
observations of Captains Phineas Hunt, Mackay, John Ritchie, Lieutenant McCluer, and others, this chart
offers essential data on the geography and topography of the islands at the end of the 18th century.

During the late 18th century, maritime exploration was advancing, with European powers keenly charting
unknown territories. Situated at the juncture of the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea, the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands held strategic significance. Charts such as this one were vital for navigation and the
establishment of potential trade routes.

The chart's insets provide a more detailed view of particular regions of interest. One notable inset shows
"The Channel Between The Great and Little Andaman Islands," marking the passage of the Ganges under
Captain Duncan's command in 1759 and 1760. Additional insets depict "Port Cornwallis," "The Harbour of
Carmorta or Noncowry," and the bifurcation of "Great Andaman" into its northern and southern segments.

Further enriching the chart are the remarks by Captain Phineas Hunt regarding the Nicobar Islands. His
comments provide tangible information about Carmorta's vegetation, its water sources, and other
geographical characteristics. He also offers insights into the living conditions, resources, and the nature of
the archipelago's inhabitants. Hunt's detailed observations, such as the description of the landscape,
potential port sites, and the islands' resources, contribute to a comprehensive understanding of the region.

North Sentinel Island, located west of the southern part of South Andaman, was, and remains, home to the
Sentinelese, an indigenous people who have consistently resisted contact with the outside world. Their
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determined isolation made the island a challenging subject for maritime explorers and cartographers of
the era. By the 18th century, although European powers were expanding their horizons, North Sentinel

Island stood as a poignant reminder of the limits of colonial reach, its shores safeguarding the autonomy
and enigma of its inhabitants.

Detailed Condition:
Minor, expert repair to the centerfold below the imprint line. Minor soiling in the upper left margin.

Drawer Ref: Southeast Asia 3 Stock#: 94741
Page 2 of 2



