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Stock#: 93537
Map Maker: Vandermaelen

Date: 1825 circa
Place: Brussels
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 20 x 18.5 inches

Price: $ 875.00

Description:

Showing the routes of Andre Fabry and Long's Expedition

Nice example of the first edition of Vandermaelen's exceptional map of Northeastern Texas and Oklahoma,
extending from Nacogdoches and the Sabine in the east, including the route of Stephen Long is shown
along the Red River, and the route of French Explorer Andre Fabry de la Bruyere across Indian Territory
and Texas in 1741 and 1742.

The first edition includes a lithographer's credit and date in the lower right corner, along with
Vandermaelen's credit in the lower left corner, both of which are removed in the later edition. While this is
the easiest feature identifying the two editions of the map, the plates are in fact completely different
engravings.

One of the earliest and most detailed to focus on this region. Shows the Neches River, Rio de la Trinidad
ou Arcokisao, Rio Colorado de Texas, Rio Guadalupe (with a Rancho on the Indian Trail), Lac de las
Yuntas, Vado de S.Xavier, Rio Florida, Lac Satillo, Monts de San Saba, Rio Brazos de Dios, Petite R. Brazos
de Dios, the Presidio (Ft. Houston), Pawnee Villages, a French Canadian Settlement near Jonesboro and
Ft. Towson, Ft. Fabry on the Canadian River, established in 1741, Major Long's Route and substantial
other detail.

A remarkable map in comparison in terms of scale, at a time when no other map maker was publishing
maps of this region. From Vandermaelen's remarkable 6 volume atlas, which if combined as globe gores
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forms an immense globe. Vandermaelen accomplished the first atlas mapping of the world on a uniform
scale. His treatment of the Western US is a landmark in the history the cartography of the
Transmississippi West, undertaking to map in 20 sheets a region which American publishers were virtually
ignoring.

Andre Fabry de la Bruyere's Searches For A Route To Santa Fe

Following the founding French of Louisiana, the Spanish officials in Spanish Mexico were wary of
French  activities in the region, as it became apparent expansion of that the French colonial authorities
were interested in expanding their influence and trading west toward and into Mexico. Territorial
claims north and west of Red River were poorly defined, and the French began to penetrate the
unexplored regions beyond the Mississippi toward Santa Fe, lured by tales of silver.

Andre Fabry de la Bruyere was among those who strove to reach Santa Fe. He was a French naval officer
charged by the Louisiana governor to follow the Canadian River from Arkansas Post west ward toward
Santa Fe in the hope that he would discover a route and possibly initiate trade with the Spanish. 

In 1741, Andre Fabry de la Bruyere led an expedition from New Orleans in search of a route to Santa Fe,
then the capital of Spanish Mexico. The French government had a keen interest in establishing trade
relations with the Spanish colonies in Mexico, and Fabry de la Bruyere's journey was seen as a crucial step
in achieving that goal.

The expedition consisted of a small group of French soldiers and traders, as well as a number of Native
American guides and interpreters. They traveled up the Red River and into present-day Oklahoma,
following a route that had been established by earlier French explorers. The expedition reached the Pecos
River in present-day New Mexico, but was unable to continue on to Santa Fe due to the presence of
Spanish authorities, who were suspicious of the French presence in the region.  Along the way, Fabry's
party established two forts which were occupied for a period of time, before being abandoned in 1742.  

Fabry de la Bruyere's journey was one of the first attempts by the French to penetrate deep into the
interior western regions of North America and establish trade relations with the Spanish colonies. The
journey also provided valuable information about the geography and resources of the region, which would
be useful for future explorers and traders.  

Detailed Condition:


