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Rail Road & Township Map of Oregon.

Stock#: 97139

Map Maker: Cram

Date: 1886

Place: Chicago
Color: Color
Condition: VG+

Size: 20 x 16 inches
Price: $175.00
Description:

Rail Road & Township Map of Oregon, produced by George F. Cram and published in Chicago in 1886,
provides an insightful representation of Oregon's rail infrastructure and township organization during the
late 19th century. Printed in a contrasting red and black, the map highlights counties, while offering
detailed information regarding survey meridians. Notably, the topography of the region is depicted using
hachures, a convention of the period, giving readers a tactile sense of Oregon's varied terrain.

The 1880s were a pivotal period for Oregon, marked by significant growth and development. The western
expansion and the gold rush had earlier brought a wave of settlers, and by this decade, the establishment
of railway networks was fundamental in connecting Oregon's remote and diverse landscapes. Railroads
facilitated commerce and communication and played a crucial role in knitting together communities,
making places more accessible and contributing to the state's socio-economic progress.

The choice of color in this map, the stark red against a deep black, indicates the emphasis placed on
county divisions and their relative significance. During the late 19th century, the delineation of counties
and townships in the American West was instrumental in governance, land allotment, and resource
management. Such demarcations also informed travelers, businessmen, and settlers about administrative
boundaries, aiding navigation and decision-making.

In addition to man-made features, the map's use of hachures to represent topography is of particular note.
This method of shading, widely adopted in the 19th century, provides a three-dimensional visualization of
the landforms, from the majestic Cascade Range to the undulating valleys. In doing so, it grants viewers
an understanding of the region's geographical challenges and beauty, influencing travel, trade routes, and
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settlement patterns.

The map stands as a testament to Oregon's burgeoning infrastructure and the growing importance of rail
transportation in the American West during the late 1800s. Beyond its cartographic excellence, it offers a
window into the socio-economic and topographical complexities of a state in flux, striving to harness its

vast potential.

Detailed Condition:
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