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Stock#: 94088
Map Maker: Happel

Date: 1688
Place: Hamburg
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 7 x 12 inches Including Text

Price: $ 145.00

Description:

Eberhard Werner Happel's Die Einwohner in Magellanica is an interesting woodcut from 1688, depicting
an intimate scene of indigenous inhabitants in the Straits of Magellan. This artifact carries a narrative that
presents a vivid tableau of the time, illuminating the encounter of the Europeans with the native
inhabitants of South America.

Happel, a German author, and polymath, offers an intriguing window into the early encounters between
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Europeans and indigenous peoples. His text, accompanied by the woodcut illustration, provides an account
of voyages across the Atlantic, exploring the Strait of Magellan and further into the South Sea. These
voyages, characterized by intricate navigational routes and challenging weather conditions, shaped much
of the early mapping and understanding of these then-remote territories.

Historically, the Strait of Magellan was a critical passageway for ships sailing between the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans before the Panama Canal was built. In the late 16th century, explorers such as Elias
Herckman and Peter Sarmiento, as mentioned in Happel's account, played a significant role in charting
these waterways. Their voyages not only broadened geographic knowledge but also fostered encounters
with diverse cultures, as evinced in the illustrations of indigenous Magellan inhabitants.

Happel's work, Die Einwohner in Magellanica, is thus a distinctive piece of visual and written history. It
allows the viewer to delve into the exploratory missions of the late 16th and early 17th centuries while
providing a candid glimpse into the lives of indigenous people during this epoch of European exploration.
Furthermore, its artistic quality complements its historical significance, making it a unique object of study
in the fields of both art history and early modern European exploration. The depicted intimate familial
scene among the Magellanica, in contrast to the typically grand narrative of exploration, adds a human
dimension that enhances our understanding of this period in history.

Detailed Condition:
Repaired tear at the bottom edge. Toning.


