Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

www.raremaps.com

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

(Congo Free State) Carta della stato independente del Congo. . . Eseguita dal Tenente
Montuori Francesco [Map of the Congo Free State. . . Performed by Lieutenant

Montuori Francesco]

Stock#: 86019 = ~

Map Maker: Francesco

Date: 1900 circa "l i -
Place: n.p. (Italy?)

Color: Color

Condition: VG+

Size: 12 x 13 inches

Price: $1,200.00

Description:

Fascinating Italian map of the Congo Free State and its surroundings, produced by Montuori Francesco
between 1898 and 1908.

The map provides an unusually good rendition of the internal boundaries and communities of the Congo
Free State during the latter half of Leopold II's infamous ownership of the country as his personal fief.

The map is ascribed to Lieutenant Francesco Montuori. Lamentably, we have been unable to locate any
further information on him. Working backward, his role as a lieutenant may suggest some military
implication for the map, perhaps related to Italian aspirations in Africa, though that is very speculative.

Dating the Map

The map lists several post-Berlin Conference European colonial possessions, dating the map to at least
1885 or later.
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The internal provinces of the Congo Free State accord closely with its divisions in 1895, except for the
"Districts de la Province Orientale," which was created in 1898.

The Congo Free State became the Belgian Congo after Leopold II's death in 1909, establishing the end
date after which the map would not have been published in this configuration.

Furthermore, the Lado Enclave is shown in the northeast of the map; this ceased existence in 1910.

Rarity

The map is evidently extremely rare. We have been unable to locate any other examples with OCLC or
general internet searches.

Detailed Condition:
Folding map printed in blue and red. Minor foxing.
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